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THe mortal epidemic, which so 
extensively prevailed in this 
country, in the years 18:2 and 
18/3. will long be remembered. 
For several successive months, 
especially in 48!3, the nestilence 
that waiketh in darkness, swept 
through the land; and the strong, 
the active, and the useful, as 
well ag others, were smitten 
down to the grave. Among the 
victims of that terrible disease, 
which filled so many hearts with 
anguish, and clothed so many 
famiiies in mourning, was the 
excellent man, whom this sketch 
is designed to commemorate. 

It is an office of no smail delt- 
@acy to characterize the dead. 
Though they are pnaffecued by 
the censures or applauses of 
men, still the claims of truth, in 
this case, are preeminently sa- 
cred, and should never be sacri- 
ficed tu the partialities of friend- 
ship, or the faise maxims of the 
world. 

The subject of this memoir 
possessed an assemblage of ex- 
cellencies, which made him dear 
to thuse who knew him. To 
such persons this outline of his 
character may present a pre- 


gious though imperfect memort- 
You. XI. *5 


al of one whom they loved; and, 
by the blessing of Gad, it may 
prove instructive to others, es- 
pecially to preachers of the 
Gospel. 

The Rev. Asahe!l Hooker was 
born at Bethlem, (Con.) in the 
year 1762. He was a lineal de- 
scendant, of the fifth generation, 
from the Puritan patriarch, the 
Rev. Thomas Hooker. first min- 
ister of Hariford, (Con.) a man 
of God, whose praise is still in 
the churches. Many of those 
amiable qualities, which were 
unfolded in more mature years, 
were among the earliest traits of 
Mr. Hooker’s character, From 
childhood he was distinguished 
by fondness for books, sweetness 
of temper and manners, and 
prudence in speech and behav- 
ior, The circumstances of his 
early life were in some res- 
pects favorable to the cultiva- 


tion of these qualities, Though - 


his parents, on account of many 
doubts respeciing their own per- 
sonal piety, did not make a pub- 
lic protession of religion till 
they were considerabiy, advanc- 
ed in age; yet their serious res- 
pect for religious institutions, 
their correct examples, and 
their fidelity in the instruction 
and discipline of their family, 
made a salutary impression on 
the tender mind of their gon. 
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But still more deep and salutary 
impressioss were made on his 
mind by the instructions of the 
Rev. Dr. Bellamy, under whose 
faithful and powerful ministry 
his childhood was spent. That 
great man was indeed a burning 
and shining light in the Ameri- 
can church. For sound riety, 
clear and discriminating intel- 
ject, and energetic eloquence, 
he has had few superiors in any 
age orcountry. But these strong 
and cultivated powers of Dr. Bel- 
lamy, which qualified him for 
the discussion of the most pro- 
found and sublime subjects, 
were united with a happy famil- 
iarity of stvle and manner, which 
rendered his instructions easy 
io be understoad by the lowest 
of his hearers. The fact de- 
serves notice, that the sermons 
of one, who was among the first 
preachers of his age, often made 
a deep impression upen the 
hearts of cézédren. Nor did he 
think himseitexcused trom feed- 
ing the lambs of his fleck ina 
more particular manner, pressed 
as he was with the labors of the 
study, the care of the churches, 
and of students in theology. The 
intervals betwixt divine. service 
on the Sabbath, he statedly de- 
voted tothe catechetical insiruc- 
tion of the children, whe were 
collected from all parts of his 
parish, and arranged in classes 
for that purpose. On these oc- 
casicns, aS well as in pastoral 
visits, his parucular attention 
was attracted by the sprighill- 
ness of young Hooker, which 
he did not fail to encourage by 
little presents, and other marks 
of approbation. Though Dr. 
Rellamy, in his intercouse with 
men, was ofien chargeable with 
austerity of manners, he could, 


with perfect ease, accommodate 
himscif to the tender capacities 
of children, and exhibit all that 
simplicity and kindness which 
are requisite in their instruc 
u10n.* 

It was the will of Providence 
that the invaluable rejigious prive 
ileges which had attended Mr. 
Hooker’s childhood, should be 


* Let it not be thought foreign to the 
design of these pages, to say, that so emi- 
nent an example is worthy of imitation. 
Among the exe-lient ministers that adorn 
the churehes of our coaniry, probably 
there are too few, wno suitably biend the 
labors of the study with the details of 
pastoral duty. We have deemed it more 
honorable to speculate than to act. We 
have suuk the cafechist in the metaphy- 
sictan. Our chainpions have not learned 
the blessed art of building the walls of 
Jerusalem with one hand, while they 
wield the polemic pen with the other. 
Men of the world reverse this proceed- 
ing. They rely more —s action, thar 
upon speculation. ‘The latter has its use 
in the affairs of husbandry, commerce, 
and war. But it is action that gives mea 
bread; that builds and mans fleets; that 
establishes and overturns empires. Noth- 
ing but systematic and vigorous action, 
ean repuir the waste places of the chureh, 
and make her come/y us Jervsulem, and 
terrible as an army with banners. Wt 
Christian rainisters should unite, for ex- 
ample, in the werk of cateehising chil- 
dren and youth, and carry it to its highest 
practicable extent, what an incalculable 
amount of oor! woukl be accomplished! 
la every place almost, tt would attach the 
hearts of old and young to ther pastor. 
Ic would assist Lim in ‘adapti ing the in- 
structions of the pulpit to the capacities 
of his hearers, and have a tendeney to 
render his sermons serious, plain and 
profitable. Jt would enable him to turn 
to the best acoount his pastoral visits, 
and, in some of those precious moments 
that are too often wasted, on such occa- 
sions, to drop a serious remark that 
would fix an indelible impression on the 
infant mind, 

The system of catechising as practised 
in Scotland, kas been productive of the 
most salutary consequences, and probably 
it is not too much to say, that in this 
country more bas been dune to promote 
correet religious opinions, by that little 
toanual called the Assembly’s Cateehism, 
than by any ether mere human compe- 
8.tion. 
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suspended, in some measure, 
though he was soon transferred 
to the pastoral care of another 
faithful, evangelical minister. 
When he was fourteen years of 
age, his father removed his resi- 
dence from Bethlem to Farm- 
ington. Concerning his situa- 
tion for a number of succeeding 
years, the writer of this is pos- 
sessed of only a few general 
facts. His literary advantages 
were inconsiderable. His em- 
ployment was daily labor on his 
father’s farm; and he made no 
ether calculation than that of 
pursuing husbandry as his busi- 
mess for lile. 

At the age of twenty, he be- 
game the subject of very deep 
solicitude respecting his spirit- 
ual state. Though he had sel- 
dom induiged himself in any 
thing inconsistent with strict 
decorum; though his blameless 
deportment had acquired him 
the character of an “amiable 
youth” among his acquaintance, 
yet the Spirit of God was piecas- 
ed to show him, that, under this 
fair exterior, was concealed a 
heart desfierately wicked. He 
saw himseif to be a perishing 
sinner. His convictions became 
more intense and distressing, till 
he was disqualified tor-company, 
amusement or business; and he 


seciuded himseif frem the werid 


tor a season. At length, ‘He 
who commanded the light to 
shine out of darkness, shined in 
his heart, to give bim the light 
of the knowledge of the glory 
of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ.” At least he entertained 
a humble hope, that he was cre- 
ated anew in Christ Jesus, unio 
goed works; and his subsequent 


tafe afforded abundant evidence, 


tbat ius hope was genuine. The 








change of heart, in this case, 
was of course less apparent, 
though not less real, than that 
which took place in Saul of Tar 
sus. Do skeptics, and cold nom- 
inal Christians, sneer at such 
pangs of conscience in a lovely 
youth? Lo they stigmatize con- 
viction and conversion as a 
cream of fanaticism? What does 
this prove? Not that experimen- 
tal religion is a dream; but that 
they, who account it so, are 
strangers to its power in their 
own souls. 

From this period, Mr. Hooker 
became adecided Christian. His 
zeal for God was ardent, though 
tempered with habitual discre- 
tionand meekness. Religion was 
the chief topic of bis thoughts in 
retirement; and of his conversa 
tion among his acquaintance, 

He was baptised by the Rev. 
Timothy Pitkin, and admitted 
tv full communion with the 
church in Farmington. His 
heart was soon fixed on the 
Christian Ministry, as his future 
employment. This was made 
the subject of much solemn 
prayer and deliberation. Many 
difficulties were to be encoun- 
tered, which a person of less 
zeal and forutude might have 
deemed insuperable. The pe- 
cuniary aid which his father 
could «iford him, was inadequate 
to inect the expenses of a public 
education. But trusting in God, 
he resvived to proceed; and the 
divine blessing manitestly at- 
tended and prospered the reso- 
lution. Benevolent individuals 
encouraged and assisied him. 
During his preparatory classical 
studics, he never lost sight of 
his main purpose, ‘Lhe desire 
of devoung his life te the bies- 
sed work of preaching the. Gose 
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pel, seemed to be the impulse 
which excited and sanctified all 
his efforts in acquiring knowl- 
edge. It deserves to be noticed 
ere, that some of the best and 
mos: useful men have struggled 
through maby discouragements 
in early life. To pass by many 
names, that might be mentioned 
in confirmation of this remark, 
Dr. Isaac Milner, now Dean of 
Carlisle, and Master of Trinity 
College, was once an apprentice 
in a woolen factory at Leeds. 
Buchanan and Jay, who wil long 
be held in honorable remem- 
brance by the Christian world, 
were rescued from obscuriiy, 
and raised to distinguished use- 
fulness, by the hand of charity. 


“Full many a gem of purest ray serene, 

The dark unfathom’d caves of ocean bear; 
Full many a flow’r is bors to blush unseen, 
Aud waste its sweetuess on the desert air.” 


If the friends of the Redeeme 
er were but properiy awake to 
the duty of searching out indi- 
gent young men, of promising 
piety and genius, to be educat- 
ed tor the ministry, doubticss 
many would be found, who would 
be an inestimable acquisition to 
the Church. The pubiic and 
systematic attention given to this 
subject, within the last ten years, 
will form an era in the ecciesi- 
astical concerns of this country. 
These noble and auspicious be- 
ginniigs, it 1s devoutly to be 
hoped, will be followed up with 
efforts correspondent to the mag- 
nitude of the object, ull every 
evangelical college in the coun- 
try shall be furnished with a 
respectable fund, appropriated 
to this purpose. Most certain- 
ly, unless the solemn attention 
of Christians can be drawn to 
this object, and the united pray- 


ee 
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ers and labors of the Church 
can be directed to its accome- 
plishment, the number of min- 
isters must continue to be alto- 
gether inadequate to the demand 
for their labors. For the want 
of pious, orthodox, able preach- 
ers, even many of our ancient 
and once respectable congrega- 
tions will inevitably fall a prey 
to sectarian aid heretical opin- 
ions; or sitkk into the darkness 
and licentiousness of heathen- 
ism. Still more deplorable is 
the condition of our new settle- 
ments, Aridst the wide spread- 
ing population of these extensive 
regions, churches are rapidiy 
forming; but where can pastors 
be found to suppiy them? They 
lock to the churches and scmin- 
arics in the older districts of the 
country auc cry, “Send us Chris- 
lian Pastors: give us the bread 
of Iite.” Must we close our 
€ars to this cail; or, instead of 
bread, give them a stone ora 
serpent. Alas, the harvest ts piene- 
teous, bur the laborers are few. 
lt may properly be added here, 
that no one perhaps has felt this 
subject more deeply, than the 
excellent man, whose circum. 
Stances in carly life furnished 
ithe occasion for these remarks. 
An occurrence which toox place 
in the autumn of 1809, wail ile 
lustrate his feelings with reter- 
ence tu the point in question. 
The two Consociations of 
Litchfield county proposed to 
form themselves inio a society 
for the purpose of aiding such 
youths, as are reicried to above, 
in their education lor the minis- 
try. One article of the consti- 
tution, submitted for considera- 
tion, wis that the monies rais- 
ed bs the society, should not be 
giucn to young men, but doanea, 
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on certain conditions, stipulating 
a repayment at some convenient 
time. Mr. Hooker, then in fee- 
ble health, and just about to take 
his departure for Carolina with 
no sanguine expectations of 
meeting his brethren again in 
this world, opposed the article 
firmly and earnestiy. He ap- 
pealed to his own painful expe- 
rience; and begged that the so- 
ciety might not frustrate its own 
good intentions, by resorting to 
a measure so inadequate to its 
object: a Charity which might 
place a deserving man in the 
ministry, to be weighed down 
with accumulated embarrass- 
ments, which would paralize his 
efforts or break his heart. 

Notwithstanding the late pe- 
riod at which Mr. Hooker com- 
menced his studies, and the ma- 
ny disadvantages under which 
he prosecuted them, his talents 
and industry rendered him res- 
pectable asascholar. His sound 
judgment, his amiable temper, 
his conscientious and exact re- 
gard to prepriety, in all his con- 
duct, secured him the esteem 
of his instructors, and of his as- 
sociates. But consistent and 
eminent piety was the most con- 
spicuous trait of his character. 
The habitual influence of this 
principle, wrought into the soul, 
Was apparent even amidst the 
many temptations to stupidity 
and frivolity, which always at- 
tend the intercourse of young 
men in college. ‘Phese remarks 
might be jilustrated by many 
extracts from his letters, written 
at that period; but only the fol- 
lowing shert ones can be admii- 
ted. 

Addressing two persons whom 
he loved most tenderly, he said, 
“my dear friends, how matters 





stand between God and your souls 
is unknown to me, betier known 
to yourselves. and best known to 
the Searcher of all hearts. But 
you m. ke no profession of triend- 
ship to Jesus Christ, that dearest 
friend of mankind. Suffer me to 
say, my heart is pained for you; 
and might it avail, I couid pen 
my letter with tears instead of 
ink, and present it to you on my 
bended knees.” 

Another example may show 
his disposition to make a reli- 
gious improvement of common 
occurrences, “We had last nighe 
a terrible tempest of thunder 
and lightning. The President’s 
house was struck, but no person 
hurt. In a storm of thunder 
there is something surprising 
end awtul: but O the day when 
the elements shall melt with fer- 
vent heat, and the world be set 
on fire! an event how important, 
how interesting to all the sons 
of men! Woe to the wicked; it 
shall be tli with him; for the re- 
ward of his hands shali be given 
him.” 

“hough Mr. Hooker’s health 
was generally good, he was once 
severely sick of a pleurisy, whiie 
in college, which laid the foun- 
dation for subsequent attacks of 
the same disease, and not im- 
probably for that which te:min- 
ated his lite. 

He was graduated at Yale Col- 
lege in i789. Tiis theojogical 
studies he pursued ander ihe 
direction of his friend and beiie- 
factor, the Rev. Wililam Robin- 
son,of Southington. Having been 
reeularly licensed, he preached 
in several vacant parishes, and 
received a cail to become the 
pastor of the chuich in Stoning- 
ton, (Con.) Tothis call he yave 
a bevalive answer, and was seort- 
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ty after invited to Goshen. The 
people of that town had been 
rent into parties, by the dismis- 
sion of their former minister, 
A. controversy existed in the 
¢hurch, so stubborn as scarcely 
to admit the hope of an amicable 
termination. But the miid in- 
Huence of Mr. Hooker’s charac- 
ter aud example soon produced 
a salutary and manifest effect 
upon the people. The asperity 
ef contention nearly ceased. Two 
ef the neighboring ministers 
were invited to assist in a coun- 
cil; a happy reconciliation of 
hostile parties -was the result; 
and Mr. Hooker was with great 
unanimity chosen as their pas- 
tor, and ordained in Sept. 1791. 

In June, 1792, Mr. Hooker 
was married to Miss Phebe Ed- 
wards, daughter of Timothy Ed- 
wards, Esq. of Stockbridge, 
{(Mass.) and granddauyhter of 
the first President Edwards. 
The principles, which influen- 
eed him in forming this connex- 
ton, were illustrated to all who 
knew the family, by the uncom- 
mon share of domestic happi- 
ness, which resulted from it. 

For a number of years, his 
ministry was not attended with 
any circumstances of special im- 
portance to distinguish it from 
the ordinary lelations of & faith- 
jul pastor to his people. The 
mre ot contention, which had 
raged so fleiceiy im the parish 
Melore his connexion wiih it, 
was hot smothered fora moment 
to burst out again with more de- 
structive fury: it was extinguish- 
ed. The harmony which his iii- 
fluence had coutributed to re- 
siore, Was, under God, continued 
auG cobfirmed by the same in- 
Aucnce. 


In the autumn of 1794, and 
again in the winter of 1795, he 
went as a missionary to the 
northwestern district of Ver- 
mont, where his labors are still 
remembered with affectionate 
gratitude by many. 

He performed his pastoral du- 
tics with an exemplary prudence 
and fidelity, which sccured the 
growing confidence and affection 
of his peopie. But possessing a 
deep sense of eternal things, and 


an ardent love to souls, he was 


far from being satisficd with the 
approbation of his hearers, while 
he saw the greater part of them 
carelessly rushing on to the in- 
evitable and endless perdition 
that awaits the ungodly. He 
was deeply disivessed with this 
prevailing insensibility to divine 
things. 

In the year 1798, it pleased 
God to begin, in various parts 
of Connecticut, a powertul work 
of grace, which will never be 
forgotten. The church in Go- 
shen, with their beloved pasior, 
were much animated. Conter- 
ences and prayer-mcetings were 
instituted; Christians were re- 
freshed; but the sieep of death 
still reigned over the parish. 
In Feb. 1799, Mr. Hooker went 
ona preaching tour into several 
places in the neighborhood, and 
exchanged puipits, on the Sab- 
bath, with the Rev. Mr. Hal- 
lock, ot West Simsbury. On 
the Monday following, Mr. Hai- 
lock returned to meet a circle 
of ministers at New Harttord, 
and on entering; the rooin where 
they were convened, saldi— 
“Brother Hooker, there Is ab 
awakening at Goshen.” At such 
unexpecicd tidings, a thousand 
tender emotions rushed upon tite 
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heart of the affectionate pastor, 
and he wept for joy. During 
the blessed season which follow- 
ed, his labors were abundant. 
He prayed, preached, and taught 
from house to house, as one who 
expected to givé an account. In 
describing the precious fruits of 
this revival, in which about eigl- 
ty persons were added to the 
church, Mr. Hooker said. “Our 
Sabbaths, and other seasons of 
worship, are full of delight. 
When the friends of the Re- 
deemer aitena the memorial of 
his death, they find that A‘s ban- 
sler over them is love. It is pe- 
euliarly animating to see such 
numbers added to the visible 
tumiily of Christ, and, among 
then, sO many promising and 
dear young people, hopetuily 
redeemed trom sin and death by 
his biood, and approaching his 
tabie, to commemorate the won- 
ders of bis love, and seal iheir 
sigagcments to be his.” 

inthe year 1803, he was in- 
duced, by repeated solicitations 
of young men, as well as of ma- 
hy respectable ministers, to en- 
gauge lp the instruction of theo- 
jogical stuaents. As there were 
shen ho public seminarics tor 


bhis purpose, the iabor must of 


eourse be periornicd by private 
teachers; and very few possessed 
the requisite qualifications for it, 
In sO great a Measure as Mir. 
Hooker. But he was ofien heard 
10 Say, *that the work of Guailly- 
ny Others to preach the cver- 
Jasung Gospel, was one which 
he performed in weakness and 
fear and much trembling: and 
that this arduous and respoustbie 
business, superadded to tie vast, 
Various, aid sacred dutics of the 
Pastoral gilice, was more than 


any minister ought to take upon 
himself? About twenty young 
gentlemen pursued their theos 
logical studies, wholly or partly, 
under his direction, some of 
whom have since become dis- 
tinguished Christian ministers. 

In the year 1807. divine influ- 
ences again descended upon Mr. 
Hooker’s people, cs rain upon 
the mown grass, and as showers 
that water the earth. The fol- 
lowing extract of a letter from 
him to the writer of these pages, 
will exhibit bis feelings at an 
early siage of that revival. 


“Goshen, May 12, 1807. 
“Dear Sir, 

“Our good people, who have 
been praylig the seven last years 
for another harvest, liave begun, 
within a few weeks, to thang 
Ged and take courage. The hare 
vest is commenced wtth very 
hopeful appearances of becoi- 
lag extensive and giorious; and 
several, we believe, have already 
gathered fruit unio eternal lite. 
The sower aud the reapers re- 
jvice together. But the work is 
ubsoiuiely God's, and he onty 
knows bow far it is to prosper, 
‘Phe attention has Increased ve- 
ry much within the jase ten days. 
‘the two last Sabbaths were a- 
mong the most solemn, which | 
have ever scen in this place. 
We hope, and rejoice, ape pray. 
and fear, and trembie. Vise im- 
puise has spread lke an electri 


snock. tis dificult la Uils stage 


ol the work tou kuow how maby 
are uuader real conviction, or to 
what degree. Pray tor us; ibat 
we may ail know tue time; faa? 
NOW if is high time to aweKke out 
of sleefi Aias lor those Who must 
Say eVeniualiy, (churyes! is fusl 
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the summer is ended, and we are 
not saved. 
Sincerely your friend and 
brother, 
AsauEL Hooker.” 


From this time till the winter 
following, he was wrought up to 
the highest pitch of soliciiude 
and effort. He was all life, and 
soul, and action. He had many 
almost sleepless nizhs through 
anxiety, lest some, who were a- 
wakened, should return to stu- 
pidity, or re'y ov false hopes; and 
ethers, who were not awakened, 
should sleep on, and perish in 
neg.cct of the great salvation 

But, imperceptibly te himself, 
his constitution was impaired by 
these various and unremitted la- 
bors. lor several months, his 
friends perceived in his counte- 
Rance, and especially in the 
great excitability of his nervous 
system, indicatious of latent in- 
firmity. Ini March, 1808, he 
preached ut the ordination of 
the Rev. Mr. Pitkin in Mitford; 
and, the same evening, rode to 
New-Haven, aud preached a 
sermon at the Brick Church, 
He lodged at the Rey. Dr. 
Dwicht’s. Without complain- 
ing of any peculiar indisposi- 
tion, he retirea to bed, but was 
soen attacked with an ague, suc- 
eccded by a high fever. He did 
not acquaint the family with his 
iliness Uil next morning, when 
the best medical aid was resort- 
edio. ‘Lhe disease proved to 
be a distressing pieurisy; but 
by the blessing of Providence 
upon the skill of his physicians, 
ard the strictest attentions of an 


excelient family, the strength of 


his fever soon abated. In about 
six weeks he was so well as to 
return home, and for a season 


Fra. 


continued convalescent, without 
any threatening symptom,except 
a soreness at his breast. But of 
all men, in such a case, an in- 
firm minister, who loves his peo- 
ple and his work, ts least likely 
to adopt the proper course fora 
speedy and entire recovery. His 
own strongest inclinations, ex- 
cited often by the weli meant, 
but injudicious, solicitations of 
friends, lead him to break 
through the dictates of his bet- 
ter judgment, and sacrifice the 
prospect of permanent useful- 
hess, to present impulse, or too 
limited views of present duty, 

Mr. Hookei, begianing te 
preach too soon, failed again. 
He then took a journey to Bali- 
tuwn Springs, which seemed to 
give temporary relief: but in 
October he failed entirely. The 
elevated situation of Goshen, 
exposes it pecullarly to tne cold 
biasts of winter. Hoping that a 
milder region might be more 
favorable to his pulmonary weak- 
ness, he spent the winter of 1809, 
in New Haven, New York, and 
New Jersey. The state of his 
heaith and feelings, during this 
painful absence from his beioved 
fumily and peopie, will be in 
some measure exhibited by a 
few extracts from his letters. 

The first i. addressed to the 
Hou. Judge Reeve. 


‘$s Veqw York, March $0, 1809. 
“T have no doubt that God is 
buiiding up his kingdom in this 
city. You would be astonished 
to see the muititudes who as- 
sembie. in some of the church- 
cs, almost every night in the 
week. The ministers, whom } 
have heard on these occasions, 
appear to me to preach the real 
Gospel, and to do it wath a s@- 
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Jemnity and earnestness becom- 
ing those who watch for souls. 

April 8 During the greater 
part of this week, I have been 
ii! with the influenza. On Wed- 
nesday had a physician, was bled, 
tock some medicine, and was in 
a good measure relieved from 
severe head-ache, cough, and ir- 
ritation at my breast. The weath- 
er for the last four days has been 
dismal. This morning, it is ve- 
ry pleasant. I shall probably 
regain in a few such days, all 
that I have lost, in a few days 
past. I hope to return within 
this month: but what Providence 
intends to do with me, I must 
submissively confide to him, till 
it shall please him to make it 
known.” 

To Mrs. Hooker he also writes, 

March 30, 1809. 

“My very dear Phebe, 7 

I have formed some new ac- 
guaintance with ministers, and 
ether excellent, pious people, 
whose pleasant and useful socie- 
ty serves to beguile many hours, 
which might otherwise pass 
heavily. But when I think of 
my dear wite and children, it 


seems to me, at times, that I 


must return to them immediate- 
jy. Nothing but a conviction of 
its being a point of duty could 
induce me to be absent another 
week. ot 

“March 31. Asa kind Provi- 
dence would have it, your Jetter, 
No. 5, was this moment handed 
ih, as T sat at dinner. I am pain- 
ed to think of the anxiety which 
you have suffered on my account. 
Do not, my love, be so anxious 
again, if my letters should fail. 
But I will endeavor to have them 
@0, if possible, more punctually. 
} am at present with good Mr. 


and Mrs. D. who direct me to 
Vou. XF, *6 


» ¥ 


call for any thing I desire, which 
is in their house, or inwhe mar- 
ket. How much reason have I, 
this moment, and always, to bless 
the Lord, who is so kind to one 
so evil and unthankful!” 

The subsequent paragraphs 
exhibit his tender solicitude for 
his people, and his pious sub- 
mission to allotments of Provi- 
denee, so peculiarly and deeply 
afflictive, that no one can form 
an adequate conception of them, 
who has not deen au infirm mine 
tater. | 

“Iam sorry, deeply sorry, for 
the good peuple in Goshen, and 
pray God to take care of thei, 
and provide them a better mine 
ister than I have been. If I at- 
tempt to stay with them, I am 
convinced that I must dé in the 
attempt. The chance, so to ex- 
press it, of my. living and doing 
a little good, is altogether in fa- 
vor of my dismission. I know 
that in leaving our present home, 
we must go forth, like Abraham, 
we know not whither. But if 
here jies the path of duty, we 
will not pause to consider wheth- 
er we shall walk init. We wiil 
trustin the Lord and do good, 
and we then have his merciful 
promise, that we shall dwedé in 
the laud, and vertiy we shail be 


Jed, 


‘Behold the great, eternal God 
Spreads eversasting arms abroad, 
And ¢ails our souls to shelter there.” 


Meantime, let us remember 
what is written, Desfiise not thou 
the chastening of the Lord, nor 


Saint when thou art rebuked of 


him; for whom the Lord loveth 
he chasteneth. 

I am sensible, my dear Phebe, 
that neither we, nor the peopic 
of my charge, were duly hum 
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bled by the sore sickness which 


J endured the last spring; nor 
duly thankful for my recovery. 
Hence there was good reascn 
why our trials should not be re- 
Whether any of us 


moved. 
shall profit at all, by the divine 
chastisements, God only knows: 
I pray that we may; and while 
this is my prayer, I do cherish 
the hope, that if God should re- 
store my health, I may live more 
to his glory. I feel a strong de- 
sire to resume my labors as a 
minister of Christ; and, after all 
which I know of myself, am 
sometimes ready to hope, that 
if my desire should be granted, 
IT shou!d preach éetter than in 
years past. May tne people of 
my charge humble themseives 


Fz. 


before God and wisely consider 
his doings. I know not but he 
is about to remove me out of 
the way, that he may give them 
a better minister. I think I 
should rejoice, couid IT now be 
assured, that he would give them 
a better one. Though I have 
feit and still feel satisfied as te 
the duty and necessity of givmg 
up my present charge, I am 
afraid that my confidence in God 
will not be so implicit and so 
entire as it should be, in regard 
to what awaits me and my dear 
family. QOthat we may trust in 
the Lord, at aii times, and pour 
out our hearts before him. If 
we are faithful to him, we cer- 
tainly have nothing to fear” 
(To be concluded in our next.) 





RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATIONS. 


For the Panoplist. 


A SHORT SERMON. NO. VI, 


Psalm xix, 10. More to be de- 
sired are tiey than gold, yea, 
than much fine gold. 


THE law—the testtmony—the stu- 
tutes—<he commandments,—the 
Sear and judgmente of the Lord, 
in the context, denote the Scrip- 
tures, which were extant, when 
David wrote this psalm. We 
may now without impropriety 
cousider these terms as embrac- 
ing the whole Bibie, and say of all 
the Holy Scriptures—/ore are 
they to be desired than gold, yea, 
than much fine gold, 

The reasons are concisely 
these. Zhey convert the soul— 
wake wise the simfile—rejoice the 
nearimmenuzhien the eyes--endure 


Jorever—and are true and right- 


eous altogether. The servants of 
God are warned by them; and in 
keefung them there is great re- 
ward, 

That we may derive these 
important benefits, from the 
Scriptures, and that they may be 
to us better than treasures of 
gold, we must make a proper 
use of them. Let us then, 

1. Inquire how we shouid re- 
gard the Scriptures, 

They are geven by inspiration 
of Ged, to teach us what to be- 
lieve and do, that we may be sa- 
ved. They are designed to make 
us acquainted with the only true 
God, with ourseives, with our 
Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and with all things which rcjate 
to our duty, and to our real wel- 
fare, temporal and eternal. 

Receiving the Scriptures as 
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the word of God, we must make 
ourselves acquainted with their 
contents. studying them diligent- 
ly. caretully, and impartially,with 
fervent prayer for the guidance 
and teaching of the Holy Spirit. 
We must believe what they 
teach, and obey what they com- 
mand. As far as weare able to 
understand them, we mest actu- 
ally and sinccrely make them the 
guide of our faith and practice, 
We must cordially love and do, 
whatever they approve and re- 
quire, and cordially hate and 
avoid, whaiever they condemn 
and torbid We must sodelizht 
in them, that their instructions 
may dwe/s in our hearts, and be 


‘the favorite themes of our medi- 


tation day and night. 

There is no true religion, 
where the Bibie is not sincerely 
desired and loved. If a person 
love God, and desire to know 
him and his will; if he-desire to 
know the way of saivation; if he 
desire deliverance from sin, 
and the possession of holiness; 
and if the knowledge of the most 
important truths be agreeable to 
him;—he wiil, most assurediy, 
desire and delight in the law 
and testimony of the Lord. 


Every true Christian delights 


in the Scriptures; but every one, 
who stuclies them,is not of course 
a true Christian. A Christian 
delights in them, because they 
are holy; becawse they teach the 
holy character ot God; because 
they search his own heart, dis- 
cover to him his sins, humble 
him in repentance, iead him to 
the knowledge and belief of his 
Savior, and acquaint him with 
his danger, his refuge, his duty 
and his happiness. “it a person 
study the Scriptures, that he 


may appear learned in them, and 
display his critical acumen, grat- 
ifying his pride and vanity; if he 
delight in them, as affording the 
occasion of displaying bis own 
ingenuity; if he comfort himself 
in wickedness, by wresting them 
to the support of error and pre- 
conccived opinions; if he deligat 
in them under a misapprehen- 
sion of their meaning for sec- 
tarlan or disputatious ends, or 
for any other sinister purposes; 
or under the idea, that he is in- 
terested in their promises, when 
he is not;—-in all these cases,his 
love is spurious, 

We only deceive our own 
souls, if we do not desire the 
Scriptures and delight in them, 
and use them, fer the very pur- 
poses, for which they were giv- 
en,—/for dectrine, for renroof, for 
correction, for itzustruction in 
righteousness,—that we may be 
made wise unto salpation,through 
faith which is in Christ Jesits;— 
and that we may be perfect, thor- 
cughly furnished unto ali’ good 
works. 

‘Tous regarded, the Holy Scrip- 
tures will prove the most Inval- 
uable biessing 

I proceed, therefore, 

2. ‘To consider the benefits te 
be derived from them; benetiis 
which show, that they are mure 
to be desired than grid, you than 
much fine gold. 

These benefits are, ina great 
measure apparent, trom what has 
already been said. It may how- 
ever be useful, to take some oth- 
er views of them. 

First: TheScriptures are more 
to be desired, tuan a profusion 
ol the richest temporal treasures, 
because they Instruct us lu ie 
Way to obtain remission of sists 
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and reconciliation al@ peace 
with God. 

Our iniquities are many, and 
aggravated. Who indeed can 
understand his errors? They 
have separated between God 
and our souls; they have brought 
on us the condemnation of his 
good and perfect law; and, unless 
we obtain forgiveness through 
grace, they will sink us into 
everlasting darkness and misery. 
How shall we escape? How 
shall we appear before God? 
How shall we obtain forgiveness, 
reconciliation and peace? These 
are inquiries of the greatest mo- 
ment; and what can earthly trea- 
sures do here? They are already 
the Lord’s more than ours; for 
the earth is his and the. fulness 
thercof. Were it otherwise, they 
could do nothing in making com- 
pensation for our sins, in procur- 
ing forgiveness, or in making 
God propitious. By reason of 
our depravity, the possession of 
them only the more endangers 
our souls. But the Scriptures 
inform us of a Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who appeared on 
earth inthe form ofa servant,(ied 
on the cross, the just fur the 
unjust, and rose again from the 
dead. They inform us, that he 
ever liveth to muke intercession 
for us; and that he is able to save 
to the utiermost, ail who come 
unto God dy him. In his name 
repcntaice and remission of sins 
are preached; and all who be- 
lieve, being justified by farth,have 
reconciliation and peace with 
God through him. 

Secondly: The Scriptures are 
more to be desired than much fine 
god, because they instruct us in 
the way toobtain the renovation of 
our hearts, to subdue our sins, to 
overcome temptations, to lead a 
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holy life, and to become meet for 
the world of light and glory 
above. They are the instrument, 
which the Spirit of God uses in 
our sanctification. 

Wherewithal shalla young man 
cleanse his way? By taking heed 
thereto according to thy word. 
Sanctify them through thy truth; 
thy word is truth. Our first pa- 
rent after the fall begat children 
in his own likeness, after hts im- 
age. Cotusequently we came in- 
to the world without holiness, 
and with propensities to evil. 
Except those, who are renewed 
by grace, the world lies in wick- 
edness, and mankinc are dead ‘in 
tresfiasses and sins. 

Sin and misery are inseparably 
connected under the holy gov- 
ernment of God. While persons 
are the servants of sin, they can- 
not possess true peace and gen- 
uine felicity. They are in dark- 
ness, 7m the gall of bitterness,and 
in the bond of iniquity; their pleas- 
uresare unsatisluctory mixed with 
wormwood and poison, and fol- 
lowed by innumerable evils. All 
will coLttinue the servants of sin, 
until they are born again of water 
and of the Sfirit;—not of corrupfi- 
tible seed, but incorruptible, by 
the word of Gud;—created in 
Christ Jesus unto guva works. 

‘Then they will tove and serve 
God with a trte heart, abhor and 
shun iniquity of every kind, re- 
jOlce In tie privileges and hopes 
of the Gospel, and delight in the 
peopie, in the institutions and in 
the commandments of God. 

This happy change is effected 
by the Insivumentality of the 
Scriptures, believed, studied and 
obeyed. But do treasures of 
gold ever muke men holy? Can 
they procure any thing worthy 
to be compared with Aolnes?: 
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without which no man shall see 
the Lord,and which is the health, 
beauty and felicity of the soul, 

and its preparation for Heaven? 

Thirdly: The Scriptures are 
more to be desired than much fine 
goldbecause all, who obey them, 
will ‘by their means be brought 
to the possession of immense 
and everlasting riches, an inher- 
jtance incorrufitible and undefiled, 
that fadeth not away, reserved in 
the heavens. But what, if view- 
ed aright, are the best earthly 
treasures? They are unsatisfac- 
tory. The eve is not satished 
with riches. He that loveth 
silver; shall not be satisfied 
with sitver; nor he that loveth 
abundance with increase. 

They are corruptible and per- 
ishing. They are uncertain rich- 
es; often making themselves 
eyings and fiyink away. As they 
are generally regarded and used, 
they are vanity and vexation of 
spirit; and when we die, (and 
how short and precarious is our 
life.) we can carry none of them 
With us. 

Such are the most valuable 
treasures of the wicked, even of 
those, who are most prosperous 
and opulent. But most of the an- 
godly can obtain only a small! pro- 
portion of these treasures. Lrue 
religion would undoubtedly im- 
prove ther temporal condition. 
Indeed every one, who obeys the 
word of God, is a gainer in this 
world; and death will puta peri- 
od toall his afflictions, and bring 
him te the full fruiuon of what 
he most loves. 

Fourthly: The Scriptures are 
more to be destr¢@d thun gold, be- 
cause they afford us the best sup- 
port and comfort in afflictions, 
Gold may prevent some affic- 
tions; and procure allevialions in 


some others. But it also gener- 
ally occasions many afflictions, 
cares and anxieties, In war and 
public commotions, riches often 
endanger their possessors; and 
poverty is often a security. On 
the whole, it is doubtful whether 
the rich have much advantage 
over the poor,in regard to world- 
ly troubles. But bow many are 
the pains of body, the troubles of 
mind, the disappointments and 
bereavements, the dangers and 
gloomy prospects, in which the 
Scriptures can afford support,con- 
sojation. and direction, and profit 
the soul, when riches can do 
nothing? 

Fifthly: The Scriptures are 
more to be desired than gold, be- 
cause they teach us, how to use 
earthiy treasures, or to be con- 
tented and happy without them. 

Wealth is a talent, which the 
possessor should employ in pro- 
moting the glory of God, and the 
good of men. The ungodiy,how- 
ever, always ae or mispend, 
their treasures. To them they 
are generally ‘the occasion of 
pride, of groundless confidence, 
or of profligacy. No person uses 
affluence in a right manner,fron 
right motives before God, who 
does not obey the Scriptures. 
Do your riches i.crease? The 
Scriptures will teach you, not 
to set your heart on weuith, to 
honor God with your substance, 
to be ready to distribute, willing 
to communicate, and to abound 
in good works. Obey them, and 
they will secure you from the 
snares and dangers of prosperity, 
und teach you safely to enjoy. and 
wisely to use, the bountics of 
Providence, in the best methods 
uf doing good. 

But are you poor, and do you 
find it difficuit to obtain a com- 
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fortable subsistence? In the 
Scriptures still you find, what 
will be infinitely more valuable 
than gold to you. Obey them, 
and they will deliver you from 
envy and repining, from the bon- 
dage of every sin; they will 
make you contented with the al- 
Jotments of Providence; they will 
ease your anxiety, sweeten your 
labors, and lighten and rejoice 
your heart. In fine, they will en- 
able you to derive good from 
all things, and make you rich in 
Jaith, and heirs of the kingdom, 
which Ged has promised to them 
that luve Aim. Be thankful, 
then, for the Scriptures; think 
yourselves happy in possessing 
them; and avail yourselves of 
the blessings, which they were 
designed to convey. To this in- 


exhaustible mine of wisdom and 
consolation you may have daily 
access. 

Many reflections arise in the 


mind from the view, which has 
meen taken of the Holy Scrip- 
tures. 

How guilty and how unwise 
are they, who neglect, or pervert 
them. How deeply it should be 
tamented, that any dothis, But 
alas! the conversation aud con- 
duct of multitudes show too 
plainly, in what low estimation 
ihey hold the word of God. Let 
every one ask himsclf, whether 
he desires the Scriptures more 
than much fine gold; whether 
they are his delight, his guide, 
and his consolation? Here we 
have atest of our Christian char- 
acter, Let us not deceive our- 
selves. Lo be eager alier world- 
fy gain or pleasure, and to neg- 
lect the words ot eternal life, is 
wu decisive proof, that we are yet 
In our sins, aud know not the 
Way ol peace and salvation. 


A Short Sermon. 


Pre, 


How thankful we shoul’ be 
for the possession of the Scrip- 
tures. How rich atreasure we 
should esteem them, and how 
diligently and faithfully we 
should use them, fer our edifica- 
tion in faith, hope, and love. 
Perhaps you have heard how far 
some have travelled to obtain 
the Scriptures, and with what 
heartfelt joy and rapture many 
have received them, who know 
what it is to be destitute of our 
religious advantages. Lét such 
instances make us ashamed not 
to value and use our Bibles more. 

What gratitude must every 
pious and benevolent heart feel 
tothe Author of ail good, for the 
institution of Bible Societies, and 
their well directed exertions to 
c>mmunicate the word of life to 
the indigent and to the Heathen. 
Missionary Societies, also, and 
indeed all societies, and institue- 
tions for the support and exten- 
sion of true religion, concur 
with Bibie Societies in the same 
grand object;—to make the 
Scriptures known and uider- 
stood for the conversion, insiruc- 
tion, comfort, and salvation of 
sinful men. Let all, whose hearts 
rejoice in the light and admoni- 
tions, in the consolations and 
hopes of the word of God, bicss 
his name, and cheerfully contri- 
bute, as God shall enable them, 
to all proper methods of extend- 
ing the same blessings to others 
far and near. To make men 
better, to deliver them from de- 
structive vices, and to promote 
their eternal welfare is the most 
extensive and noble charity. 
All should give something to- 
wards accomplishing these im- 
portant purposes. A smail sum 
may be the means of saving a 
soul. You, who have nothing 
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else to give, should always re- 
member to offer your daily 
praycrae R, W. 


AN ADDRESS TO CHRISTIANS. 


How great, my fellow Chris- 
tians, are your obligations to 
your adorable Redeemer, How 
strong and endearing are the 
ties, which bind your souls to 
Him, and urge you to ardent 
zeal, in his glorious cause. His 
grace has rescued your souls 
from exposure to endless flames, 
and will conduct them safely to 
the hillof Zion, there to mingle 
in all the sacred felicities and 
unfading glories of the saints in 
light. When the thunders of 
the divine law filied your hearts 
with anguish, and there appear- 
ed but asicp between you and 
all the miseries of the bottom- 
less abyss, then the hand of 
merey from on high conducted 
you to the fogt of the cross, 
woere, leaving your burdens 
an. reposing your gouls, yeu 
commenced with cheerful step 
your journey to a better country. 
Happy indeed was the nour of 
your espousais t@ Christ. | Lib- 
erated trom the bondage of 
Satan, and standing secure on the 
inmmoveabic Rock, your souls 
triumphed in the contemplation 
of pardoimge mercy, and your 
lips sung hosannas to your great 
Denvever. You were then made 
acquainted with feelings and 
principres never to be extin- 
guished, to which you were be- 
fore utter strangers. Warmed 
wiih ihe ardors of holy gratitude, 
did you not ask with the devout 
Psaimist: What shail I render 
untothe Lerd for ail Ais benefits? 
This question you have doubt- 


less frequently repeated. Say, 
my friends, have you not a su- 
preme regard to the glory of 
God, 2 predominating desire to 
honor your Redeemer, and ex- 
tend the victories of his grace? 
You are engaged in a cause 
precious to angels. For its ade 
vancement all holy beings unite 
their voluntary and cheerful ex- 
ertions. and unholy beings pro- 
mote it, ‘hough they mean not so, 
neither do their hearts think so. 
It is a cause for which your 
Redeemer bled: and He has 
pledged his word, that it shall 
prevail. Every event, however 
minute or apperently inauspic- 
ious, will be ultimately subser- 
vient to its prosperity; and vain 
are the combined efforts of men 
and devils to extermin:te it from 
the earth. Amidst all the com- 
motions and calamities, which 
lay kingdoms and empires waste, 
covering our globe with carnage, 
devastation, and woe, rejoice, 
Christians, that this cause is safe, 
Exult in those predictions oj its 
universal triumph, which we de- 
rive from holy men of old, who 
spake as they were moved by the 
Hiely Ghost. How subiime the 
prospect of the nyllenniai glory! 
How divinely tnsporting to 
penetrate the cheeriess night 
which now wraps the earth, and 
discover the bright effulgenc 
of that merning which shali ere 
long burst upon the world from 
on high; a morning without 
clouds, enlightened by the beams 
of the Sun of righieousnes’, and 
vocal with songs of saivation 
from millions of redeemed sin- 
ners. Whena few more years 
of giooin have run their rounds, 
this period shail arrive with 
ali its amazing veajities. Then 
shall this dying world arise 
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to immortal life; and, filled 
with ardent devotion and ad- 
miring joy, shall unite in one 
immense concert of rapturous 
praise. Then shall the peace, 
which descends from the re- 
gions of purity and love, scatter 
its encuring blessings in every 
land, and indissolubly unite all 
nations in the bonds of Christian 
affection. The hearts of men 
shail beat in happy unison, influ- 
enced by the 
of the Gospel, while’ their lips, 
touched like Isaiah’s with hal- 
lowed fire, dwell on Immanuei’s 
name with holy transport. If 
angels and departed saints re- 
joice over one repenting sinner, 
what must be their emotions 
when nations are born ina day; 
when unnumbered millions of 
our apostate race reflect the 


image of Jesus, and are forming 


for eterpal improvement in the 
exceliencies and glories of the 
heavenly state? What celestial 
ardor will swell their bosoms, 
and how divinely will they at 
tune their harps to louder netes 
of praise? And shall we, my 
friends, in view of these glorious 
displays of almighty grace, be 
indifferent?! H.@e our hearts felt 
the glow of pious affection, and 
shall they not now burn with a 
livelier flame? Shall we not ex- 
claim, Aven «0; come, Lord Je- 
sus; come quckly? if this period, 
50 lull ot glory to God and lap- 
piness to man, is nigh, even at 
the Cwor; and if it is to be intro- 
duced by the instrumentality of 
Christians; how alluring, how 
powerful, the inducements to 
new, combined, and vigorous ex- 
eruons, in the cause of Christ! 
Is u possible for a friend of Je- 
gusto slumber in criminal su- 


-An Address to Christians. 


enevolent spirit. 


Pex. 
pineness at this 
Crisis? 

My friends, the time is short. 
With every passing moment, 
with every heaVing breath, you 
curtail the transient term of 
life, and draw nearer to the 
graye, where there is no work, 
nor device, nor knowledge, nor 
wisdom. Your days are flying 
away with great rapidity, end 
with them ail your opportunities 
of communicating and receiving 
good; but the manner in which 
you spend them will appear 
irom the archives of eternity, 
and will have a vast influence 
on your future condition. Eter- 
nity! let the word deeply affect 
our hearts, and extend its salu- 
tary power to every action. The 
consequences of this state of 
probation will reach through 
scene of “futurity forever fu- 
ture,” thro6gh ages on ages in 
endless succession. Our weeks, 
our months, our years are rapid- 
ly measuring their flight. The 
last particle of our allotted 
time will soon arrive, and leave 
our mortal frames in the em- 
braces of ‘death, while our souls 
will survey with awful interest 
the regions beyond the grave. 
And when in the unciouded light 
of eternity, we shall view divine 
truths, O how infinitely import- 
ant will they appear! What shall 
we then think of earth, of souls, 
of heaven, of heil, of the work 
of redemption, of the means of 
grace, and of engagedness in 
the service of God? 

Did we live under just appre- 
hensions of eternity, we should 
do with our might, whatsvever 
our hands find to do, performing 
every duty with a prompttude, 
fidelity, and zeal, of which we 
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have now little conception 
Feeling that we are acting with 
reference to the bar of Jehovah, 
how earnestly should we seek 
that honor which cometh from 
God only. What holy circum- 
spection would mark our habit- 
ual conduct. With what nobie 
indifference should we look up- 
ou the censure and applause of 
mortals, and upon all the fceting 
thines Of this world. Shall not 
these considerations be engraven 
on our minds, and urge us toa 
diligent improvement of our 
time, our talents, and all our ac- 
live powers, in preparation for 
the last great day? 

I repeat it, Christians, the time 
is short. Your moments are too 
invaluably precious to be tified 
away In uoworthy pursuits, or 
negligence, for they will certain- 
ly be few, and on them resi cou- 
sequences lasting as the exist- 
ence ot your souls. Your Savior 
speaks to your souls: work while 
the day lasts, for the night com- 
eth wherein no mun can work. 
Oh, let it be realized, that what 
you do for hiin, must be done 
quickly.*Saouid you neglect pre- 
sent Opportuniues of glorifying 
Hiin, you may never be induiged 
with more on earth, for deati 
may be at hand to convey you 
hence. Your days, with all their 
toils and sorrews, are transient, 
and will soon give piace to the 
rest of Canaan, your everlastiag 
home. Be not weary im weil do- 
ng; nor suffer your minds to 
faint because of crosses and tri- 
ais: for they belong to this sate 
of probation, and ave especialiy 
the portion of pilgrims and 
strangers here, What, though 
with David you ascend mount 
Olivet, weeping aS YOU Measure 
your weary steps, yet shortly 
Vou. XI. °7 
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your feet will stand on the verge 
of Heaven, and walk the streets 
of the New Jerusalem. 

My friends,are you heavily op- 
pressed with numerous and com- 
plicated afflictions? Do you groan 
under a weight of sin? Turn 
your eyes, then, from this valley 
of woe to those regions of glory 
to which you are hastening, 
where millions of holy spirits 
forever encircles the throne of 
God, and mingle their ceaseless 
hallelujahs; where the character 
of the Deity presents its trans- 
cendant charms without a veil, 
filling the bosoms of saints and 
of angels with considerations 
too mighty for utterance; where 
pleasures immeasurable and e- 
ternal flow without ceasing from 
the exhaustiess river of life, far 
surpassing the comprehension 
of finite creatures, and such as 
the language of heaven alone 
can adequately describe. O the 
infinite value of that biood,which 
was shed by the compassionate 
Savior, to purchase this amazing 
bliss for worms of the dust! O 
the boundless mercy, which can 
raise ruined sinners from the 
gulf of everlasting perdition to 
share in the exalted employments 
and felicities of angels. Says 
Christians, is not your Redcemer 
ultogether lovely, worthy ofyeur 
periect confidence, your unre- 
served obedience? Do you not 
rejoice in prospect of the 
hour, when, far from the tem- 
pestuous winds and storms of 
this unfavorabie clime, you shall 
find that rest, which remains 
for the peopie of God? And 
when,from the heights of the ce- 
lestial Zion, you shall take a re- 
trospect of your wanderings ia 
this wasie howling wiiderness, 
wiliy you. regret your labors 
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and sufferings in the cause of 
vour Lord? If tears could be 
found in heaven, you would in- 
genuously weep to think how 
much time you had wasted. how 
many opportunities of doing 
good you had neglected, how 
many duties you had entirely o- 
mitied,how many others had been 
very coldly performed,and in how 
many various ways you might 
have advanced the honor of your 
Divine Master, which, alas! you 
failed of entering upon. Were 
these considerations familiar to 
your minds, unquestionably you 
would exhibit lives more houor- 
able to God, more ornamental to 
your profession, and conducive 
to the best interests of immortal 
man; while you would, of conse- 
quence, be abundantly more ac- 
quainted with those sublime 
comforts of your holy religion, 
which are usually enjoyed by such 
as cultivate the power of godli- 
ness, and render uniform obedi- 
ence to the requirements of the 
Gospel. 

Bat, after all these mozives to 
ardent engagedness in the best 
of causes; motives, which ought 
comtantly to retain a com: 
mahding Imffuence over your 
hearts. do you, my friends, wish 
for more? If so, nore I present 
you. Direct your eyes to Calva- 
ry; and survey that cioss on 
which are suspended your hopes 
of heaven. Whom sec you there, 
Joaded with ridicule and insults 
of rebels, oppressed with ati- 
guish and agony unutterably se- 
vere, and meckliy sinking into 
the arms of death? Ah! Chris- 
tians, it is your Lord. To these 
suffetings he voluntarily sub- 
titted, that he ftnight procure 
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pardon, peace and salvation for 
guilty men, who were obnoxious 
to the tremendous curses of a 
broken law; aud exposed to al! 
the interminable horrors of end- 
less death. ‘Through his meri- 
torious passion, mercy and truth 
have met together, righteousness 
and fiedce have embraced cack 
other; the gate of heaven is un- 
barred; and the tree of immortal 
life extends its fruit to a desti- 
tute famishing world. Ye hum- 
ble votaries of the cross of 
Christ; ye followers of the man 
of sorrows, when you contem- 
plate this melting scene do not 
your hearts yield to a heavenly 
influence, and burn with a sacred 
flame? And do you not resolutely 
determine, that by divine aid, 
you will shake off inactivity, and 
be co-workers with God, in ac- 
Complishing his purposes of 
love and grace? Come, then, ané 
consecrate yourselves anew to 
the service of your Beioved, and 
henceforth let «everv day bear te 
heaven a favorable report of your 
efforts to extend the conquests of 
Immanuel, and promote the spir- 
iitual welfare of beings destined 
to live forever. Tius you will 
constrain sinners to recognize 
the excellence of Christianity, 
and prevent their taunting cry: 
What do ye more than ethers? 
Thus you will maniest your 
cordial attachment to the Savior, 
bring glory to your God, be 
blessings to the church and the 
world, and increase your imper- 
ishable felicity in the kingdom 
of ncaven, where departed sain ts 
rest from thetr labors aud their 
works do foliom them. 
CLECRA. 


{70 be continued.) y 






















































Lamentable Ignorance of Religion. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


INTERESTING VACTS REL#TIVE 
TO THE IGNORANCE OF RE- 
LIGION, WHICH EXISTS IN 
SOME PARTS OF OUR COUN- 
TRY. 


In the autumn of 1814, a narrative of 
che religious state of that part of New 
York, which lies between the western 
line of Con aeeticut and Hudson’s River, 
was drawn up for ihe information and at 
the request of a number of ministers; and 
fom it are taken the following facts, 
which the writer himself witnessed. 


“T HAVE already mentioned, that 
ene objcct in my journey was to 
ascertain to what extent the poor 
people of this region were des- 
titute of the Bibie. For this 
purpose I made, in many places, 
and in this town*® more than oth- 
ers, particular inquiry. | 
“As I was riding on a road, 
whizh leads through the central 
part ef the town, | came to a 
small, poor house, and, as was 
my custom, rode up to it, to as- 
certain whether the family hada 
Bibie. As seon as I reached 
the door, I saw two small ciil- 
dren playing together in the 
house, one of whom was a boy, 
according to appearance about & 
years of ape, very active and 
sprightiy. 1 bade them good 
morning, and was immediately 
answered by the little boy, with 
great promptness and conf- 
dence. I inquired, if his par- 
ents were at home? Jo which 
he replied in the negative. I 
thought, however, I would pro- 
ceed to discover, if possible, the 
Object of piy visit; and accord- 


an h : +h: 
The town here ailuded to is Philips. 
te. in Patnam County, opposite W est 
+ Oint. 


ingly asked the little boy, the. 
other child being still less, if his 
parents had a Bible in the house? 
To this question, he seemed to 
be at a loss to give me any an- 
swer; stood with his eyes fixed 
upon me,and, with much expres- 
sion in his countenance, said, “A 
what, Sir?” I gave answer, by 
stating to him what I meant by 
the Bible; telling him I meant 
that good book, which good peo- 
ple commenly read on Sundays; 
and then renewed my question. 
He continued to appearance 
equaily amazed, and completely 
ata loss to give me any answer. 
Anticipating, what might be the 
cause of hie siience, | spoke to 
him affectionately, and said, “my 
-litthe friend, have you never 
heard of the Bibie?” To which 
he immediateiy answered, “No 
Sir.” To hear such ap answer, 
from one living in this Christian 
laud, much surprised me; and 
thinking, that prebably these 
children had never been taught 
the great truths of the Christian 
religion, J determined to spend 
a little more time with them, and 
proceeded to make other in- 
quiries, such as the following:—- 
“Do you know who made the 
sun, and moon, and stars; the 
mountains, trees, and men, and 
every thing else you see aber 
you?” To whic he answered, 
“No Sir”’—But, have you never 
heard of God, who made you and 
all things?”’——*No Sir.”—» Weil 
yeu know. that people die, ang 
that you must die too, belorea 
great while; have not your par- 
cits ever told yow, where you 
and they must go, when you 
die.” He answered again, wid, 
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the same simplicity, ‘*No Sir.” — 
“But, have you never heard of 
heaven and hellJ?” To which he 
continued to answer, “No Sir.” 
—These are some of the ques- 
tions which I put to him, and are 
sufficient to show, that what I 
have said respecting the relig- 
ious instruction of many chil- 
dren in this town, is not without 
some foundation. After I had 
finished interrogating my young 
friend, I endeavored to give him 
some account of the great truths 
of religion, and his own interest 
in them; requested him to ask 
his parents certain questions on 
the subject, and thus left him.— 
That the boy was not intimidated, 
aud therefore unable to answer 
my questions properly, was evi- 
dent from his whole behavior, 
and will appear so to all, when 
they are told, that on my leaving 
him, he seemed anxivus to know 
who I was, and asked with much 
boldness, “What may I call your 
name, Sir?” Besides, children 
brought up as he had been, are 
not usually troubled with bash- 
fulness. 

“How far this instance may be 
taken, as a fair representation of 
the moral state of children gene- 
rally in this town, or rather those 
parts of it, usually denominated 
‘The Mountains,” I wiil not pre- 
sume to say. I hope there are 
but few such instances: yet from 
what J have seen and heard, I 
have reason to fear there are 
many such. 

“From the inquiry made, it 
wis appears, that a large propor- 
tion of the poor families in this 
town are destitute of the Bible. 

“The following statement is 
taken from the journal, which 
the writer kept while riding 
through this town, and in which 


Lamentable Ignorance of Religion. 


Fen. 


he wrote the names of all such 
heads of families as he found 
either entirely destitute of the 
Bible; or possessing only a small 
part of it. The names of the 
heads of those families, which 
were found destitute, will here 
be represented, for obvious rea- 
sons, by numerical figures. 

“The first had no Bible; 2,a 
part of the Old Testament; 3, a 
Testament; 4,no Bible; 5,a part 
of the Old Testament; 6, 7, 8,9, 
and iQ, none; 11,a part of an old 
Bible; 42, none. 

“The first and last of these 
families are not more than eight 
miles asunder. The houses on 


the road are at some distance 
from each other, and those re- 
ferred to above form a larye pro- 
portion.” 


In his description of another town, ie 
the same county, the writer of the narra- 
tive above mentioned, has given an aec- 
court of another mstance of a family des 
titute of a Bible, the particulars of which 
he relates as follows: 


“As Iwas riding on a road, 
which is travelled but little, I 
came to a poor log house; and, 
perceiving that a family resided 
there, alighted with a view to go 
in and ascertain whether they 
had a Bible. Accordingly f 
walked up to the door and 
knocked, when a person within 
bade me walk in. On entering 
the house, I saw a black woman, 
with three jittle children, one of 
whom she heid in her arms, sit- 
ting by the fire. The woman, 
the children, and every thing 
about me, bore marks of extreme 
poverty. After making some 
inquiries respecting the health 
of herself and family, I asked 
her, if she had a Bible?—te 
which she answered, that she 
had not. I inquired, if she, or 








sit- 





18h Lamentable Ienerance ef Religron. Se 


any one of her family, could 
read? and was answered jn the 
negative. I then made several 
observations to her. on the im- 
portance of being acquainted 
with the great truths contained 
in the Bible; of her own and her 
children’s interest in them; of 
the judgment of the great day to 
which she was hastening, and 
the reward of the wicked and 
the good, which awaited them 
in a future world: reminding 
her, that though she was poor in 
this world, yet, if she was with- 
out an interest in Christ, she 
would be infinitely poorer in the 
world to come; and that her pov- 
erty here was of little conse- 
quence, if she knew what it was 
to inave a treasure in neaven. 

“Ali this time she hung her 
head, and appeared very atten- 
tive, as well as affected, with 
what was said. 

“Wien | had finished what J 
had to say, she very humbly and 
solemnly replied, that though 
she wu? peor and unworthy, and 
had no learnii ug; yet she hoped 
God had taught her these gveat 
things by his ‘Holy Spirit, chang- 
ed her heart, and made her ia 
love him; or in words to that 
amount, for I] cannot now re- 
member exactly those she used. 
I was much disappointed to hear 
such an answer trom her, for I 
had addressed her, as one whom 


1 supposed not only ignorant of 


divine truih, but opposed to it. 
Inext made some inquiries re- 
specting her experience, and re- 
ceived very satislactory answers. 
She observed, that she had often 
grieved, that she could not read 
the Bible, and that she had none 
In her house; that she had deter. 
































mined several times to trv and 
learn to read; but said she was 
very poor, and had to work hard, 
to help support herself and fam- 
ily, and on that account could 
find no time; that she, however, 
went to the neighbors’ and got 
them to read it to her, and Im 
this way and attending meetings 
she had endeavored to obtain 
some knowledge of the Bible. 
J encouraged her to pursue this 
method, and concluded by askine 
her, if she would endeavor to 
have her chiidven taught to read 
the Bible, and labor herself to 
have others read it to her con- 
stuntly; in short, if she would 
make a good use of It, shoulda f 
give horone. ‘To this question 
I received no answer, but a flood 
cf tears; asif she thought i sus- 
pected she did not really love 
the Bible, and douvited wheiher 
she would make a good use of 
it, Atiera short time. compes- 
ing berseil, she answered in a 
very humbie manner, that she 
would try. I then promised to 
furnish her with one, and direct- 
ed her to some means for ob- 
taining it. On my leaving the 
house, she fojlowed me to ihe 
doors and with tears in her eyes 
thanked me for calling, and said 
she heped the Lord wouid biess 
me for whatI had said and dene. 
“Thus } jeft her. I bave sci- 
dom seen so strong marks of 
grace in any perso. Her whaie 
dcportment was that cf a hume 
bie, broken-hearted Christian; 1a 
short, of one who scemed io Le 
possessed in an eminent degrec, 
of that charity which vaunieth 
not tiself, is not puffed up, be- 
haveth itself not unseemly,” 











— 


s aig lin s _ . _— 
~— safe: See ies —n tee: mens " - I Se a — " 2 . ons 
3 ee a 5 ic eee = " : ee & » - tee - >aeNe PERE Wey Wi, <2 RERE wa 
<— 4 : = - e mb o. os Paes RS : co > n cancer = - 
~ > ~— fe Pe OE et oe Fe : eae * 7 ; ae . . 7 
d Re oman 4 Saal ose 5 « re ees eS = > a e + > - 
cp oe ge PS emt eee” > ed teen > pee a nes Saas ire . 
aie . — ss : afer s ~< 
= = we - 2 we at 2 ee POT 0 Pm + DAs PA igs —— pap a> ‘erty Sn a » * - oct ~ <<. Sees —_— 7 P be 
= soe ’ = —— . , nies as ~ ==. Res ~Mggaet e oh etme eed : 5: A ta #8 
- = ~ —a pe x A ’ oo wae a ‘ me > — <a . E bs sorte 
ae - : : Peon 0-4 2 - des = 
¥ , : 3 - et 4 x — se 
_ ut - — ae : == x rm 5 oe 
eg ‘ - tae = 7 . 
. * - : 








——_— 


ee 
Ta ve 
-_ 


ose 


— 
Po 


= 


EIT. cet HES. 


56 itcfor: of tne Directors to the Ddtsstonary Socicty. Fes. 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


REPORT OF THE DIRECTORS TO THE TWEN- 
TINETH GENERAL MEETING OF THE Mit- 
SIONARY SOCIETY, May 15, 1884. 


( Concluded from p. 29. ) 


FRENCH PRISONERS. 
For nearly two years past, those of the 
students at Gosport who could speak 
French, have evety Lord’s-ay vis.ted the 
prisovers from Franee, cither in che pris- 
ens of Forton and Porchester, or in the 
several prisou-ships (fourteen in number) 
tn the vicinity of Portsmoutii, but chiefly 


Zh the latter: among Usese men they have 


pieached the Gospel iaitifully and affce- 
tionately, aud have disuvbuted Bibles and 
Testaments k ndty provided by the British 
aml Foreiga Bible Society; tozether with 
Boddiidge’s Rise and Progress, Mr. 
Bogue’s Essay on the New (estament, 
French hymns, and tracts furnished by 
this Society, composed of both which lit- 
Ge libraries have been formed, which have 
supplied a multitude ef the prisoners both 
with entertainment and instructien. La 
ene of the ships particularly, which con- 
tains about seven hundred men, a peculiar 
degree of serious atiention was paid, sev- 
eral of whom requested that the Lord’s 
Supper might be administered to them; to 
some of these, alter a strict exam/'nation, 
the ordinance was administered by Mr. 
Perrot, of Jersey, accompanied by Mr. 
Bogue, and the Fre: ich studeits. Sev- 
eral English iadies and officers of the ship, 
with many of the well-disposed prisoners, 
were speciators. The seriptural  siimpli- 
ety with whieh the service was conducted 
presented to their minds a striking con- 
trast to the artificial pomp of the Roman 
Catholic ceremonies; and the consilera- 
tion that citizens of two nations then at 
war with each other, were sitting together 
as brothers at the table of the “p rinee of 
Peace, kindied in every breast a flame ef 
holy joy. At Porchester, a buiiding oceu- 
piel by the prisoners as a theatre, whieh 
will hold about tive hundred persons, has 
served the purpose of a chapel; and here 

the word of God has been preached to a 
maltitude of very attentive hearers. There 
is great reason to believe that many of the 
prisoners have been, in the Goop i sense 
of the phrase, made free, and have expe- 
renced a divine change by the power of 
the Holy Spirit accompanying the word of 
truth. Two or three have expressed a 
desire to become missionaries; their ap- 
pleations are uuder exretal cousideration. 


Two of our brethren, Mr. Cope of 
Launvesiown, and Mr Cobbn of Cred- 
tton, have paid sen aioe visits to the 
prison at Dartmoor, and have preached 
in French io a great number of tho 
French prisoners, and in English to the 
Ameriean prisoners; many, especially of 
the latter, attended to the word with 
great se raousness and affection, and there 
is guod reason to believe that the seed of 
the Gospel sown among both, will be pro- 
ductive of happy fruits. 

Among these and other prisoners, 
measures have been taken to furnish 
them with Bibles, and Testaments by the 
Fberality of the Bible Secicty, and with 
useful books and tracts from this So- 
ciety; for the latter purpose (the pur- 
chase of tracts in French and other 
languages) 50/. in addition to what had 
been previously given, was voted on 
Monday last; which they may take home 
with them to Franee and other countries, 
and so dissem nate, toa wide extent, the 
blessed word of God which we are confi- 
dent will not return unto him void, but 
accomplish that unto which he has ap- 
pointed it. 


Before we conclude this Report, we 
ave constrained to acknowledge, with 
heartfelt gratitude, the increasing liberal- 
ity of our Christian frieads. The Dirce- 
tors have frequently expressed in former 
years, their firm persuasion, that what- 
ever might be the exigenees of the insti- 
tution, the generosity of the pubiic would 
readily meet them: and their expecta- 
tions have not been disappointed.” When 
the expenditure of the Society had ex- 
ceeded its annual inco:ne, our friends 
stepped forward immediate ly to supply 
the deficiency; and when the Directors 
intimated their intention to extend their 
e'torts, the brethren hastened to .convinee 
therm that their most strenuous exertions 
should be supported. ‘Thus encouraged, 
the Virectors have lately commenced new 
missions to Java and the Isle of France, 
and have several mere ‘in eontemplatioa 
to Surat, Malacea, and other parts of the 
east, besides making a large aridition ts 
the number of missionaries in South 
Africa, for the stations recommended by 
Mr. Campbell. They have also admitted 
into the Seminarv a greater number of 
students than at any former period, and 
are ready to receive still more, assured 
thet the provider ice of God will yet pre- 
@ent to their view many mere suitable 
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places in wbich the Gospel of his Son 
may be promulgated. 

Among the generous donations lately 
made to this Society, the gift of 50/7. by a 
jaty who modestly withholds her name, 
deserves the most honourable mention. 
The receipt also of 30/. from a few 
Christian friends in Bernauda, demands a 
grateful acknowledgment. We have also 
to acknowledge the reeeipt of books for 
the use of the different missionary stations, 
and take this oppdrtunity of inviting 
turther donations gf the same kind, as it 
appears from the letters of our missiona- 
ries that there is an ardent desire at their 
several stations to peruse the valuable 
books of divinity. 

To the Auxiliary Societies, both in 
town and country, the thanks of this 
meeting are especially due. The addition 
inade to their number and to their effi- 
eieney durivg the past year, has been 
very great; we cannot specity them, but 
those of Bristol and the West Riding of 
Yorkshire have been eminently produc- 
tive; nor have those of several smaller diw- 
wicts, towns, and particular congregations 
been less meritorious. It is impossible to 
express the delight with which those of 
the Directors who visited Bristol, Liver- 
pool, Leeds, Newcastle, and Hall, wit- 
nessed the Christian affection and zeal 
ma.fested by the friends and supporters 
of the Society in those places, and to 
whois the most grateful tribute of thanks 
bs cheerfully paid. ‘Phe female friends in 
the metropolis, at ‘Yottenham Court 
Chapei, at the Tabernacle, at Hoxton, at 
Surry Chapel, aud at other places, (equal 
in zeal though nét in nuimbers,) have 
dove worthily, and have shewn the world 
what great and good effeets may be ex- 
pected from the exertions and influenee 
ef pious females 

In the ‘autumn of the last year the 
Rev. Dr. Jack of Manchester, and the 
Rev. Mr. Tracy, paid a visit to lreland, 
where the ecordiahty with which they 
were received by ministers of every 
ehurch, Episcopalian, Presbyterian, and 
Independent was highly gratifying. The 
auxiliaries which have been formed in the 
four northern eounties, and in Cork in 
the south, which have already contributed 
to the funds of this Society, are proofs of 
the lively interest which the Christians 
in that provinee of the United Empire 
ivel in the great cause of missions to the 
heathen, and pledges of what may be 
further expected from our fellow Chris- 
tians in lreland. 

Nor can the Directors pass over 
m siienee the praise-worthy efforts of 
their youthful fiiends in Buistel and 
Hull, as well as in London and other 


places; with joy they receive these tokens 
af their love to Jesus and to their fellow 
creatures. Their sacrifices of juvenile 
gratifications, made for this purpose, will, 
we doubt not, be aceeptable to Him, who, 
when on exarth, treated with so much 
kindness the rising generation. Whe 
does not hail, in these pleasing bads of 
Christian philanthropy, the future and 
precious fruits of that beneficenee which 
shall hereafter contribute largely to the 
happiness of the whole world. 

We cou; ratulate our Christian- breth- 
ren on those most wondertal and merci- 
ful events which have reeently taken 
piaee on the Continent Tu the termina- 
tion of those calamitous hostilities which 
have desolated a great part of Europe, 
and in the prospeet of general peace, we 
rejoice with ali the friends of humanity 
and as Christians, associated for the pur- 
pose of publishing to all natious the Gos- 
pel of peace, we feel peculiar eause of ex- 
ultatiou; for we trust thet many inpedi- 
ments to the free course of the Gospel 
will be uow removed, fand that to what- 
ever port the mereantile vessels may sail, 
the glorious Gospel, of the blessed God 
will also be transmitted. The effects of 


this Society on the Continent, whieh have _ 


been for many vears unavoidably suspeud- 
ed, will, we hope, be soon renewed, and 
on a far more extensive seale. Already 
have the? Directors resumed their inter- 
course with their worthy eoudjutors in 
Holland, who ardently desire to promote 
the missions in Afriea and Batavia. From 
our oki friends also at Basle, in Switzer- 
land, we Lave lately reecived pecuniary 
aid. Our German and other brethren, 
will, we are persuaded, soon manifest 
their zeal to support and extend the ef 
forts of Christian missionaries. 

We conclude with entreating the fer- 
vent prayers of all oar numerous friends 
throughout the British empire, for the 
blessing of God upon our Society, and up- 
on all similar instiiutions. The increase 
of a spirit of prayer among us will be (af 
ail others) the mest encouraging token 
for good. The number of monthly 
‘prayer-meetings in the metropolis tor the 
spread of the Gospel is already increased 
at the instavee of our friends; and we 
trust that the same spirit is manifested 
throughout Britain. He who has himselt 
divected us to “give himenwo rest day nar 
night, till he make Jernsalem « praise in 
ali the earth,” will assuredly hear the 
voice of our supplications; then shall the 
earth yield ber inerease; and God, even 
our own God, shail bless us. God shall 
biess us; and all the ends of the eartin 
shall fear him. 
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Repors of the Direciors to the Adigsionary Society. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


Stwcz the preeeding report was read, let- 
ters have been received trom India, froma 
which the following brief aceounts are ex- 
tracted. 


GANJAM. 

Mr. Lez, ina letter dated at Ganjar, 
Aug. 2, 1813, says, that his regular Eng- 
lish congregation is from one hundred 
aud ten to one handred and twenty, aud 
that they hear the word with remarkable 
attention. Immediataly after the service 
ot the Lord’s day evenings, he reads a 
portion of the Scriptures to the natives, 
who are present, and explains it to them 
m the Gentoo language. He was then 
erecting a place of worship, fifty feet by 
thirty-eight, in doing which he is assisted 
by the government. His monthly mis- 
siovary prayer-meetings are attended by 
forty or fiity persous. He has translated 
Dr. Watts’s first Catechism, and other 
useful books for children. He is also pro- 
eveding in his transiation of the book of 
Genesis into the Telinga. 

Ganjam is described as very populous; 
both the Telinga and Odea languages are 
spoken; and as the situation affords great 
facilities for the wide diffusion of Gospel 
light, he earnestly wishes for the assist- 
ance of another missionary. 


BELHARY. 

Mr. Hanns, in a letter dated October 29, 
1813, informs the Directors that he con- 
tinues ina wc ak and languid state of body, 
in consequence of a very severe attack of 
the liver complaint, so that he has not 
been able to proceed so rapidly as he wish- 
ed in the translation of the Scriptures; bat 
as he was graduaily gainig strength, he 
hoped to be sven enabled to go on with 
more vigor. 

His schools, in which he is much assisted 
by Mr. Taylor, continue to flourish. Mr. 

aylor is also studying theology and the 
Canara language. Some oopies of the 
New Testament in the Teli.ga tongue, 
which Mr. Hands brought with him troy 
Vizagapatam, have been distributed among 
the Gentoos at Belhary, and several have 
been sent into the surrounding districts by 
strangers who have ealled to visit him. 
He has also a class in the native school, 
who read the Telinga Gospels. 

The zeal of the country-born people 
who attend upon his ministry bas afforded 
him much pleasure; they have raised up- 
wards of five hundred rupees in aid of the 
Auxiliary Bible Society at Calcutta. He 
had the pleasure also of sending to the 
same Society one hundred and thirty-three 
rupees, received tor Bibles sold to the sol- 
@iers and others. Ile speaks with great 


les 


delight of the piety of some of the mili. 
tary. There has been a great mortality 
among the 56th regiment, who weve in 
eamp; many are also sick at Beihary, for 
whose instruction and consolation Mr, 
Hands and Mr. Taylor labor assiduously, 
He mentions the death of one man, whose 
end was remarkabiy triumphant, and ex- 
cited much attention among both the offi- 
cers aud privates of the regiment—all said, 
that he was a true Christian, and one ex- 
pressed an earnest desire that his latter 
end might be like his 

A large pareel of excellent books, whick 
were sent out for Mr. Hands and others 
who wished to vee them, together 
with apparel for Mr. H. have unhappily 
been lost in a vessel which was taking 
them from Caleutta to Madras. Tlie dis- 
appointment is severely felt. The coun- 
wy had satfered severely by drought; but 
Mr. Hands and his family were greatly 
assisted by the kindness of ladies and gen- 
tlemen in the neighborhood, without whose 
frendly aid they could a have eb- 
tained the necessaries of lite. He expres. 
ses also much thankful-ess, that the Gov- 
ernment has favored him with a grant of 
the ground ocetipied by the Mission Gar- 
dea, which contains about eight acres, and 
is to be held free from rent, as long as it 
is appropriated to the use of the Charity 
School. 


CHINSURAR., 

Mr. Mav, in a letter to the Directous,. 
dated November 26, 1813, mentions the 
death of Mrs. May on the i7th of Sep- 
tember. Her last moments were peace- 
ful and happy. On the following Sabbath 
the solemn event was improved by twe 
funeral discourses; ove in the merning by 
Mr Forsyth, and another iv the evening 
by Mr. Lawson, one of the Baptist mis- 
sionaries, who kindly came to visit hin oe 
the mournful occasion. 

Mr. May superintends the Free Schoo: 
at Chinsurah, in which he has introduced 
some beneficial improvements; he intend- 
ed to eommenee a native school in the 
month of January, on the British plan 
Speaking of schools, he says, ‘‘It is amon: 
the rising generation chiefly, that I look 
for suecess. By teaching them to read the 
Scr.ptures, and laying before them the 
grand principles of our holy religion, we 
may remove their prejadices without 
shocking them.” He is looking out for na- 
tive teachers, as recommended by the Inte 
Dr. John, and wishes to pursue the piae 
of a good iady up the country, who em- 
plovs two or three native teachers, giving 


‘each of them four rupees a menth, and twe 


a inas for every regular scholary this ret: 
ders them diligent in procuring and retalr 
ing the children. 
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815. Reo. Mr. Burder’s Letter. 


Mr. May has received some encourage- 
ment from the children under his care, 
several of whom not only attead his min- 
istry, bat are much impressed by the 
word, repeat the catechism, prayers, 
and hymns, and receive a short lecture 
weekly on sacred history. He much wishes 
for more assistance, and particularly de- 
sires that any who may come out may be 
well acquainted with the improved method 
of teaching. He regrets that he had not 
made himself master of it before he left 
England. 

He had heard from Vizagapatam, about 
a fortnight before he wrote, that Mr. 
Gordon was then recovering from a se- 
vere attack of the liver disorder, which 
had confined hiva to his room for three 
weeks. The nuintber of children then in 
the school was about seventy. 


MADRAS. 

A veny pleasing letter from Mr. Loveless, 
dated August 23, 1813, has just been re- 
ceived, containing many pious reflections 
on the instances of mortality among the 
missionaries; expressing also his earnest 
hope that the Legislature of this country 
would afford that liberty for sending mis- 
sionaries, which we now rejoice has been 
grauted. He mentions that the Americao 
brethren Hall and Nott were at Bombay; 
where they were permitted to remain, 
and it was expected they would proceed 
to Surat. He recommends strengthening 
the mission at Belhary especially, on ac- 
count of the state of Mr. Hands’s health. 

Mr. Loveless was attended at the chapel 
as usual, and was grestly encouraged by 
the generous exertions made by the friends 
of religion at Madras to liquidate the debt 
of his chapel. One liberal gentieman who 
would not suffer his name to appear, has 
contributed seven hundred pagodasfor that 
purpose. He longs for additional help ia 
that great and populous city. 


EXTRACTS OF A LETTER FROM THE REY. 
MR. BURDER, TO THE REV. DR. WOR- 
CESTER, DATED Sept. 28, 1$14. 


“Dear Sir, 
I very gladly avail myself of an opportu- 
nity of renewing my correspondence with 
you, by means of the return of our high- 
ly valued friend, Dr. Romeyn. 

**A happier state of publie affairs is, I 
hope and pray, at hand, when intercourse 
will be easier, 

“You will have heard Jong ago of the 
suceess of the numerous petitioners in 
this country for liberty to send missiona- 
ries to India.* The door is now open, 


. 7 ” 
a We have been informed, that a pas- 
“ase inthe Report of the London Mis- 
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under certain restrictions, and we trust 
many laborers will graduaily be sent. 
Some are already goue. We have sent 
three to Batavia, and one to the Isle of 
Franee. Another is gove to Canton and 
Macao to assist Mr. Morrison. But such 
was the power of the Popish priests, at 
the Portuguese settlement at Macao, 
(where Europeans are obliged to spend 
part of the year, not being allowed to 
couitinue many months at a time at Can- 
ton,) that they prevailed on the Portu- 
guese government to send Mr. Milne, 
{the assistant,) away in a few days, Aft- 
ter spending some months at Canton, he 
went to Malacca, Java, Mauritius, &e. 
every where dispersing printed copies ot 
the New Testament in Chinese, (which 
Mr. Morrison had completed,) together 
with catechisms and religious tracts. 
Thus, as it was in the begiuning, the 
dispersion of the disciples may more ex- 
tensively diffuse the truth abroad. We 
consider the translation effected by Mr. 
Morrison as a great work. He is emi- 
nently qualified tor it, aid, we have rea- 
son to believe, a great scholar in the lan- 
guage. He has been, fur two or three 
years past, empioyed as a translator for 
the Fast India Company. We send you 
a copy of this work for your missionary 
Board, of which we beg your accepta:.ee, 

Mr. Campbell’s visit to all the mission- 
ary stations in South Africa, as briefly 
related in our Report, you will peruse 
with interest. He has been most mar- 
vellously preserved in great perils; has 
made great discoveries; and his ariange- 
ments will we trust Se productive of great 
advantages. Some, indeed, already ap- 
pear. A great awakening has taken place 
at Griequa town, formeriy Klaav Water, 
near the great Orange river, many hun- 
dred miles north of the Cape. Mr. C. 
visited the civ of Latakkoo, four miles 
long, (seattered,) and found that there 
are twenty two nations north of that eity, 
who all speak the same language. We 
are about sending several missionaries, 


sionary Society, publishedt the Pano- 
plist for December, hus Leen misunder- 
stood. The passage is in these words: 
“Nine hundred petitions ( a number un- 
equalled on any other occasion, ) cluimed 
liberty to preach the Gospel to the mit 
lions of India”’ Some persons have wit- 
derstood titis senéeice ta staie, that there 
were nine hundred appicants, who wished 
to be employed as missionaries to India. 
The fact on which the Directors were 
congratulating the friends of the Society 
was, that nine hundred petitions, signed 
by nearly half a miliion of individuals, 
were presented te Parliament, intreating 
that missionuries might be permitted to 
reside in Jndié. E.p 
*8 
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#Haxtracts from Mm Newell’s Letten. 


among whom will be one or two capable 
of forming a grammar. We hope a trans- 
lation of the Scriptures may hereafter be 
made into that language. ) 

Mr. Cs travels are just going to press, 
and willbe uncommonly interesting. Mr. 
C. visited some places, where a white 
mai was never before seen. His produc- 
in, a looking glass astonished and affright- 
eu multiituges. Mis watch exceedingly 
terrified the queen, who thought it alive, 
and could noi be prevailed upon to put it 
to her ear.*” 

‘Farewell, my dear Sir. Salute all the 
dear brethren united with you in pro- 
moting the great cause of our dear and 
adorable Redeemer. For Him let us all 
work harder and harder, for the night is 
at hand , 

“Il am, dear Sir, your truly affectionate 
friend and brother, Geo. Burper.” 


In another letter to Dr. Worcester, 
dated Uct. 1, 1814, Mr. Surder says: “I 
greatly rejoice that your missionary ef- 
forts meet with such encouraging support 
from your churches. It is a toxen for 
good.”” He adds: 

“From the last accounts, which we had 
from India, it appeared that your mis- 
sionaries were alowed to continue at 
Bombay.”—“I believe it was by direction 
from the supreme government at Caicut- 
ta—Lord Moira, who is friendly to mis- 
sions.” 


EXTRACTS FROM MR. NEWELL’S LETTER, 
, 

We nuw present our readers with some 
parts of .Wr. Newell's letter, dated 
Dec. 20,1813, which were thought less 
necessury than other purts to be pudb- 
lished in the appendix to the Report of 
the Prudentiai Committee. 7 he Chris- 
tian public are already aware of the 
reasons, whu ihe misstonaries did noi 
go to the Burman empire in the first 
anstunce, as was contemplated at the 
time they leftthis country. Stil if may 


; 


be desirable to peruse Mr. Newell's 
brief statement of these reasons, with 
geverul interesting facts, which will 
be new to most ef uur readers. 


“Tue reasons for giving up Bur- 
mab,” says Mr. Newell, ‘will, 1 hope, be 


* Mr. C. brought several curiosities 

+. . . rp 1 1 } ki ? 
with him, among which is the King’s 
robe, composed of thirty two cat-skins 
neath joined tovether, trough the inhad- 
ftunts never suw a needle. These, with 
manu other articles from other cruniries, 
the Avrectors are forming into @ Litle 


“ ‘ PUI. 


Fes 


satisfactory to you and all our Christian 
friends. ‘Che first things which we learnt 
about that country on our arrival in india 
were these: Mr. Chater, a missionary 
from the Baptist Society, had been four 
years at Rangoon, had learnt the Burman 
language, commenced the translation of 
the Scriptures, and expended many thou- 
sands of rupees on the mission, and after all 
had given it up, left the country, and gone 
to Ceylon. Mr. Pritchett, a missionary 
from the London Society, who had been 
in the country nearly as long, and had 
made nearly the same progress, had also 
lefi, aud gone to join the mission at Vizag- 
apatam. Mr. F. Carey still continued at 
Rangoon; but, in a private letter which I 
saw, he said, that he had but a very distant 
prospect of doing good in any other way 
than by translating the Scriptures, which, 
with the help of his pundit, he could do as 
well at Serampore as at Rangoon. 

**The reasons, which the missionaries 
assigned for leaving Burmah, were princi- 
pally these: the unsettled state of the 
country, the ferocity of the Burman char- 
acter, and the despotic nature of the goy- 
ernment. The Burmans were, and had 
been for a longtime, at war with the 
Siamese. The miss‘onarjes were exposed 
to danger, both from the incursions of the 
enemy, and from civil commotions, occa- 
sinned by the pressure of taxes and the 
tyranny of the government. The empe- 
ror is an absolute despot, and the gover- 
nors are also absolute, in their respective 
provinces. Their laws are sanguinary to 
an extreme, which is unknown in other 
countries. Their common punishments 
are decapitation, crucifixion, and pour- 
ing melted lead in small quantities down 
the throat. Mr. Chater tells me, that 
these dreadful punishments were often in- 
flicted merety tor the offence of drinking 
spirit or chewing opium. Dr. Garey in- 
formed me, that very recently a Burman 
commander had ordered five hundred men 
to be buried alive, and his command was 
instantly obeyed. And strange to tell, the 
poor men had committed no offence; bat 
they were recruits, that had been sent to 
the general by an officer to whom he had 
taken a dislike; and for this only they 
were all put to death iu that inhumae 
manner. 

‘About the time of our arrival in Ben- 
gal, the English inhabitants at Rangoon 
had narrowly escaped a general massacre, 
by taking refuge in one of his majesty’s 
ships of war then lying im the harber. 
Mr. Carey and his family were demanded 
of the captain by the viceroy of Rangoon; 
but the captain refused to deliver them up 
til the viceroy cntered into a written 
agreement with Mr. Carey, by which he 
promised him protection and a peaceabt 
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residence in the country. After the storm 
was over, several merchants gave large 
sums tothe viceroy for permission to leave 
the country, with their iamilies and erfects. 
From these statements, and the advice of 
our Serampore friends, we were induced 
to give up the idea of establ:shing our mis- 
sion in the Burman empire. Indeed, 
there is no other place in Burmah but 
Rangoon, to which we could have access; 
and as the Baptist Society have a mission 
there already, it would not be advisable 
for us to settle inthe same place. If we 
had been Baptists, we might have united 
with Mr. Carey, and strengthened that 
ynission. But to establish a separate 
mission did not appear to us to be proper, 
and I am persuaded, it wale not have 
been agreeable to your wishes. It was 
your desire and ours to have the seat of 
the mission at Ummerapoora; but the 
missionaries from the London Society had 
ascertained the inmpracticability’ of such a 
raeasure. The country is at present in a 
more quiet state, aud brother Judson has 
gone to join Mr. Carey. “‘My objects in 
going to Rangoon,” (he writes me, ) ‘are 
two: first to get out of the reach of the 
British government until a ¢hange favora- 
ble to missions may take place, which we 
hope for on the arrival of LordjMoira, and 
the renewal of the charter: secondly, f% 
ascertain whether it be practicable for us 
& live under the Burman go ernment.” 
Ihave not had a lettér from htm since his 
arrival at Rangoon; but have indirectly 
learnt, that he and sister Judson are there. 
As Mr. Carey was quite alone, I think it 
altogether probable, that brother and sister 
Judson will continue with him, if it be 
possible for them to live in the country. 
“The reason of our going to the Isle 
{ France brother Rice will explain to 
vou. We had no other alternative left us, 
but to do this, or, what was worse, to quit 
the field and return home.” 


DQNATIONS TO FHE AMERICAN 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
FOR FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


Jan. 24, 1815. From two chil- 
dren,* $2 00 

A New Year’s present from 
several young ladies in Arkport, 
Steuben county, (N. Y.) g 





Carried forwar!, $7 20 

*The circumstances of this danction 
awe thus related by the futher of the chi!- 
nren, a respectable clergyman, in a leiter 
to the Treasurer. Happy would it be, if 
all professed Christians had the self-de- 
wal and perseverance of these children. 
“Last summer, mu son, zwhe 2 


is seven 


Donations to sufifort Foreign Missions. 


Brought forward, 

25. From the Female Cent 
Society in pain (Ver.) 
by Madam Lyman, the ‘Treas- 
urer, remitted by the Rev. Eph- 
raim H. Newton, 

26. From the Female Charita- 
ble Society in Westford, ( Mass.) 
by Mrs. Huldah Prescott, their 
Treasurer, 

From a young lady in West- 
field, by the Rev. Isaac Knapp, 

28. From the Female Cent 
Socety in Bridport, (Ver.) a 
semi-annual contribution made 
at the first meeting, in August, 
1814, remitted by Mr. Pliny 
Fisk; 

From Miss Mary Parker of 
Westfield, (Mass.) by the Rey. 
Dr. Lyman, 

From the following persons in 
Sherburne, (N. Y.) remitted by 
the Rev John Truair; viz. Mr. 
Nathaniel Brown and Mr. Elea- 
zer Lathrop, $2 each, i 

Three friends of, missions, 


10 00 


22 08 


5 0C 


30 G66 


2 00 


SI! each, 8 
Two friends of missions, 
2 each, * 
A friend of the heathen, 5 
Mr. Josiah Lathrop, for the 
translations, 3 


A friend to the heathen,for do. 1—°0 @e 
From the Female Mitte Sorie- 
ty in Sherburne, (N. ¥.) remit- 
ed by L. Kasson, Directress, 
for the transtations, 

From the following persons, 
by the Rev. Joseph Lee, of Roy- 
alston, ( Mass.) viz. 

Mr. George ‘Talburd 
and his family, of Athol, 
( Mass.) 


15 0° 


S10 00 


ajus 


Carried forward $10 00 $116 ¢8 





vears old, hearing of a similar instance, 
proposed to deny himself the use of sugur 
wn lis tea and coffee for six months, if I 
would give him-a dollar for the use af 
Foreign Missions, or the distribution of 
the Scriptures among the heathen. My 
daughter, who iz four years old, immed. - 
ately proposed io do the same. Tf cheer- 


Sully promised to give them each «a dalla» 


for the purpose. The two doliars I now 
enclose; and will only observe, that ther 
were very particular not tosuse any eu- 


gar, and, when their mother was abou: 


to sive them anu through forgetfulness, 
would always remind her of it. Sty san, 
of iis own accord, stil? denies himseif the 
use cf suar, and seems to be bert o1 
doing it permanentiu far the ohiec? toy 
prose: at fire?” 














60 


Broaght forward, $ 10 009116 28 

Mr. Silas Hale, ef Phil- 
lipston, 

Mr. Joseph Goddard, 
of Athol, 

Friends of Foreign Mis- 
sions in Royalston 50 60—46 60 

From an aged clergyman, a 
friend of Foreign Missions, it be- 
ing an unexpected present to 
him, on a certain occasion, and 
which he mstantly devoted to 
this purpose, by the Rev. Dr. 
Morse, 

From the following Societies 
and individuals, by Mr. Henry 
Hudson, the agent of the Board 
at Hartford; viz. 

The Auxiliary Foreign 
Mission Society of Mid- 
flesex county, (Con.) by 
Richard Ely, 2nd. Esq. 

Treasurer, 

A female in Sidney, 
Delaware county, (N. Y.) 

‘The Foreign Mission 
Society of the Western 
District of Fairfield coun- 
ty, (Con.) by Matthew 
Marvin, Esq. the Treas- 
urer, 

The Female Foreign 
Mission Society in Frank- 
lin, (Con.) by the Rev. 

Mr. Nott, 26—158 00 

31. From the following per- 
sons and society, by the Rev. 

Dr. Payson of Rindge, (N. H.) 
viz. 

Mr. William Barker, of 
Rindge, § 
Mr. John Stearns, of do. 
Several children in do. 

Rev. Dr. Payson, 

The Female Cent Soci- 
ety in Rindge, (their col- 
lection for 1813, including 
56 cents interest, ) 

The same Society, their 
cclieetion for 1814, 13 68—28 07 

Feb. 2. From Mr. Iseac Tuck- 
er, of Milton, (Mass.) by the 
Rev. Samuel Gile, 

From friends of Forcign Mise 
sions, 

From the Congregational So- 
ciety in Gorham, (Maine,) a 
eontribution, hali to missions and 
half to translations, 

6. From a stranger, a friend 
+n missions, by the Rey. Dr. 
Griffin, (« guinea,) 

8. From Mr. Solomon Goed- 
ell, of Jamaica, (Ver.) toward 


5 00 
1 OU 


6 06 


4 00 
8 00 


30 34 


4 72 


Carried forward $526 UL 


Distribution of the Bible in Germany. 


FeEx.- 


Brought forward $596 01 
spreading the knowledge of the 
Word of Life among the heathen, 

From the Foreign Mission So- 
ciety of Brunswick and Tops- 
ham, by the Hon. Jacob Abbot, 
Esq. the Treasurer, 

From the Female Cent Socie- 
ty in Rowley, by Mrs. Harriet 
A. Tucker, the President, 

15. From the Female Cent 
Svciety in Dalton, (iass.) by 
Mrs. Jennings, the Treasurer, 

15, From the Religious Char- 
itable Society in the couniy of 
Worecster, by the Rev. Joseph 
Goffe, the Treasurer, 

16. From the PiscataquaBraich 
of the Foreign Missionary Socie- 
ty, by Peyton R. Freeman, Esq. 
the Treasurer, remitted by the 
Rev. Dr. Worcester, 

From a lady, in a neighboring 
town, by the Rev. Mr. Hunting- 
ton, of Boston, 


51 00 


114 50 


32 00 


20 00 


eee 
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DISTRIBUTION OF THE BIBLE IN GER- 


MANY, 


Extract of a letter from the Rev. Dr. 
George Christian re to his cor 


respondent wn Philudeiphia, dated 


Malle, Sept. 21, 1814. 


**As an exhilarating sign of our times, I 
add, that the Canstein Bible Press has 
received such numerous orders for Bi- 
bles, from London aad other places, that 
all our presses are in a state of unparal- 
leled activity, and that we shall fiud oure 
selves compelled to apply to ether offices 
here, for the printmg of our Bibles. 
Through the medium of the above Bible 
Society (London) there are now several 
Bible Associatious forming in Germany 
and other places. Not loug ago a Prus- 
sian one was established at Berlin, a D~- 
ish one at Copenhagen, aud a Saxon one 
at Dresden. The most eminent state 
and municipal officers participate actively 
in these institutions as presidents ana 
members. In Warsaw a Polonish Bible 
Society is at this moment forming, which, 
like the other institutions, is to distribute 
Bibles partly gratis, and partly at re- 
duced prices.” 


DEDICATION, ORDINATIONS, AND INSTAL- 
LATION. 


On Wednesday the 25th ult. the new 
church in East Sudbury, was salemnly 
dedicated io the service of Almighty Ggp, 








FeEx.- 


396 O1 
51 00 


13 00 
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At the same time, the Rev. Joan B. 
Went was ordained pastor of the con- 
gregational church and society in_that 
town. Sermon by the Rev. Dr. M’Kean. 

Orpainep, at Weston, (Mass.) on the 
ist inst. the Rev. Josern Fievn, jun. 
Sermon by the Rev. President Kirkland. 

INSTALLED, at Goshen, (N. Y.) in April 
fast, the Rev. Ezra Fisk. Sermon by the 
Rev. Mr. Grant, of Bedford. 

Orpatnep, at New Windsor, (N. Y.) 
in May last, the Rev. Anremas Dean. 
Sermon by the Rev. Mr. Hopkins, of 
Amity. 

At Chester, (N. Y.) in September last, 
the Rev. Mr. Tuemas. Sermon by the 
Rev. Mr. Fisk, of Goshen. 

At Lock, (N. Y.) on the 30th of No- 
vember last, the Rev. Josuva Dean. 
Sermon by the Rev. Mr. Waiker, of 
Homer. 


HAMPSHIRE MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


THe aunual meeting of this Society was 
held at Northampton, on the 18th of Au- 
gust last, when the following gentlemen 
were chosen officers: viz. 


The Rev. Josepu Lyman, D. D. Pres. 
Rev. Joun Emerson, PF. Pres. 
Flon. Enenezer Hunr, Esq. 
Rev. Sotomon WiLLiaMs, 
Justin Exy, Esq. 
tev. Davin Parsons, D. D. 
Rev. Enocu Hate, 
Hon. Jostpa LyMay, Esq. 
Cares Preps, Esq. 
Rev. Ricsarpn S. Storrs, 
Eruan E vy, Esq. and 
Mr. NaTsuaniet Situ, J'rustees. 
ReceLtes Woopsringe, Esq. Treas, 
Rey. Exocu Hare, Cor. dec. 
Rey. Payson WILLIsToN, /ec. Sec. 


The Society expended the following 
sums during the preceding year: viz. 
For the services of missioua- 


ries $1,729 91 
For books 519 62 
Transpo.tation of books 34 11 
Postage, &e. 14 94 
Other contingent expenses 10 92 
Loss by counterfeit bills 9 00 





S2,518 50 


The receipts of the Society within the 
same period, exclusive of between two and 
three hundred dollars interest on money 
lent, were as follows: viz. 

Contributions from towns and 
parishes in the county $985 56 
; From the Female Association 
in the county 509 26 






Hampshire Missionary Society. 6 


From the Female Charitable 
Society of Whitestown, (N.Y.) 137 00 
Contribntions from individuals 


in the new settlements 119 40 
Contriutions at the annual 

meeting 69 60 
25 Bibles from Mass. Bible So- 

ciety 16 92 
Profits on the Panoplist 22 30 
Other donations 22 12 


—_ 


Gi,s72 96 





The funds of the Society, at the date 
above-meutioned, amounted to about 
$5,400. 

The Society distributed, during the last 
year, 116 Bibles, and a great number of 
other religious books, both bound and ia 
pamphiets aud tracts. 

The Report of the Trustees states, that 
eight missionaries had been employed ig 
the course of the year 1813, the aggregaie 
of whosc labors was 170 weeks, i. e. three 
years and a quarter; and that the aggre- 
gate of services engaged for the year 1814 
amounted to 185 weeks, or more than 
three years and a halt. 

The Trustees also state, that the cone 
tributions of the several towns and par- 
ishes of ‘their connexion have almost uni- 
formly exceeded those of former years; 
andother generous aids have been super 
added. We gladiy notice this faci, as it 
confirms an opinion which we expressed 
long ago; viz. that the donations which 
had been made to support missions abroad 
would not diminish but incvease the dona- 
tious to support domestic missions. Few 
portions of our country have entered up- 
on the bnsiness of supporting foreign mis- 
sions with more zeal, than the distriet 
which annualiy contributes to the Hamp 
shire Missionary Society; and vet we find, 
that notwithstanding the pressure of the 
war, the contributions to this Secicty are 
greater than ever, The same result is 
observable in other places. The fact is, 
that coutributions for the spread o. relt- 
gion have never yet been limited by the 
ability of the people, throughout any large 
extent of country; probably not in a singte 
parish. ‘There is room for great and in- 
definite enlargement of such contributions; 
and, unless we are greatly mistaken, thie 
world will soon see greater things of this 
deseription, than it has hitherto seen. 

The following paragraphs close the ex- 
cellent report ot the Trustees. 

©The multiplication of Missionary and 
Bible Societies and of other charitable 
associations for relieving the distresses and 
promoting the happiness, temporal and 
spiritual, of our guilty suffering workd 
aifords pleasing earnests, that a season o1 
deliverance and salvation is fast approach- 
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ong. The Trustees cannot tal to pro- 
pound these joyful events, which are tak- 
ing place in the administration of Provi- 
dence, as animating considerations to their 
brethren of the Society and to their female 
associates in this work of the Lord, that 
all may be quickened to future zeal and 
liberality; that all may combine in their 
humble and devout supplications to the 
God of all light and grace, that he would 
by his sanctifying Spirit, teach cheir 
hearts to glow with an affection still more 
ardent for the redemption of immortals; 
that, in answer toe the prayers and labors 
of his people, he woukl extend sore 
largely the means and qperations of this 
and all charitable associations, and make 
them the honored and joytul instruments 
of bringing home souls to Christ, as the 
price of his blovd and the trophies of hix 
eross. 

““At this momentous period, the Chris- 
tian world have every consoling argument 
to estabiish their confidence in the prom- 
mses of the covenant, that Ged will redeem 
Zion with judgment, and build up the 
wails of Jerusalem which have been 
broken down; that he will lengthen the 
cords and strengthen the stakes of his 
redeemed Church; that he will silence 
the blaspheming tongues of those who 
revile, and break the rod of those who 
oppress hs heritage. 

“Bet the notiees of Divine Providence 
enliven the hopes and rouse the exertions 
of God’s people to come up to the help of 
the Lord against his enemies. In obe-i- 
ence to his animating voice let all of us, 
having begun well, go forward until we 
stall see the day of our Jesus in the sal- 


vation of a countless muititude of immor. 
tal souls; until the righteousness of our 
Zion shall go forth as brightness, and her 
salvation as a lamp that burneth; until 
Jews and Gentiles shall see her righteous. 
ness and all kings her glory; when she 
shall be called by a new name which ‘he 

mouth of the Lord will name, and shali be 
a crown of glory in the hand ‘of the Lord, 
and a royal diadem in the hand of our God. 

“The state of our funds will be exhibit- 
ed in the several documents annexed to 
this report. From them will be seen what 
reason the friends of this Society have for 
matual gratulation, to be of good courage, 
and to redouble their exertions for accom- 
plishing that good work of the Lord, in 
which they are rengazed, and in which they 
have in times past been so happily suc- 
ceeded. 

“Nay the Lord of the harvest send 
forth laborers into his-harvest. Uhe wide 
extended fields are now white and ready 
to be gathered in. May the good Lord 
now graciously accept the imperfect, 
feeble labors and prayers of his unworthy, 
waiting servants, and use them as the 
privileged joyful instruments in his hands 
of advancing the mysterious designs of his 
redeeming grace, in restoring this guilty 
world from the woful depravity and de- 
serv d misery of an ungrateful rebellicn 
and apostasy: May he make us all co- 
workers with our Father in heaven in the 
fulfilment of that consoling promise made 
to our dear Redeemer, that he will give 
him the heathen for his inheritance, and 
the uttermost parts of the earth for his 
possession.” 


OBITUARY. 


The following notice of the Rev. Mr. 
Farrar was received soon after his decease, 
but was mislaid by accilent. We now in- 
ert it for the purpose of preserving the 
memory of aun excel-nt man. 

Dien at New Ipswich, (N. H.) the Rev. 
StreeHes Farnan. He was born at Lin- 
coln, (Mass) October 22, A. D 1758; 
and was graduated at ‘Tarvare College, in 
1765, with aciass, which produced an un- 
Us" tal nuruber of di stinguished characters. 
Jie was ordained at New Ipswich Oct. 22, 
1760. In the death of Mr. Farrar, no 
ord:nary loss is sustained by the religious 
ommunity. His talents were considera- 
bly above the common standard. i.¢ hud 
clesr diseernment, sound judgment, and a 
<ood knowledge of the human character. 
His piety eppears to have commenced at 
au early age; which induced hrm toenter, 
viule very young, on the work of the 

, in hm manness there was a 


portion of gravity, which, at first view, 
appea ared somewhat austere and forbil- 
ding. It was, however, tempered with 
urbanity and Christian benevolence, so 
that he was not only an instructive, but 
pleasant companion. In Jhis private de- 
portmet, as well as in the public duties 
of the mi inistry, he never failed to mani- 
fest a very deep sense of the majesty and 
oe of God, and-the value of the Gos- 
pel. Searcely anv thing can be conceived 
more solemn, than his devotional addres- 
ses. His temper, naturally severe, was 
0 softened by the spirit ot Christ, that 
prudence and moderation held a istin- 
gnished place among the large assemblage 
of his virtues. Asa theologian, he was de- 
eidedly a Calvinist. His ministry was not 
ineffeetnal. The church, over which he 
presided, has for many years been numer- 
ous. There are many, it is believed, botu 
in heaven and oa earth, whp will eppea' 
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as his joy and crown of rejoicing in the 
presence — Lord Jesus Christ at his 
coming. Yo a former parishioner who 
visited him a few weeks before his death, 
and was speaking of the state of religion 
in the piace, he replied, “I believe, it will 
be said hereafter of many a man and wo- 
ma, that they were born here.” 

The writer would only add, They, that 
are -vise, shall shine, as the brighiness of 
the firmument; and they, that have turn- 
ed many to righteousness, as the stars for- 
ever and ever. 

At Keene, (N.H.) the Rev. Aaron 
Hart, A. M. im the 65d year of his age, 
and the 37th of his ministry. Mr. Hall 
was highly respected by his numerous ac- 
quaintance. He was esteemed as a pious 
and useful minister of the Gospel. Suav- 
ity of manners, affability, modesty, cour- 
tesy, kirainess, philanthrovy, poliieness, 
and Christian decorum, were shiuing traits 
in his character. Although he was a zeal- 
ous supporter of the orthodox creed of the 
churches, the doctrines of the reformation, 
yet he was remarkab'y candid toward 
those who differed from him in opmion. 
Pacific in his disposition, he conspicuously 
exhibited the character of a peace-maker, 
in all his intercourse with his people, and 
in ecclesiastieal councils, called on subjects 
of coiplaint or controversy. Possessed 
ef the sympathetic affections, in a very 
eminent degree, he always listened atten- 


The Sabbath....The Slaves at the Communion. Ga 


tively tothe tale of woe; and readily ime 
parted all the consolation and relict in his 
power. Having a proper sense of the 
worth of immortal souls, he was zealous 
in the performance of the duties of his 
sacred office. In catechising the children; 
in giving suitable instruction to the rising 
generation; in attending conferences, 
prayer-meetings, and other moral and 
religious assoeiations, he was active and 
fervent, and highly useful. He was in- 
deed instant in season, and out of season, 
He lived in great harmony with his pee- 
ple, and retained their affections and es- 
teem till his death. His last sickness, 
which was short, he bore with Christian 
fortitude and resignation. His example 
at death, comported with his precepts and 
examples im life. He viewed the prospect 
before him, of awaking in eternity, and 
appearing before the Judge of all man- 
kind, with serenity, and holy anticipa- 
tions, founded on evangelical faith. Yieid- 
ing that life, which had been laboriously 
spent in the vineyard of Christ, into the 
hand of God, he finished his course in 
Christian joy aud hope; and took his de- 
parture into the world of spirits, to receive 
the reward of the faithful servant and 
minister of Christ. He has left a widow, 
four children, and a large society, to 
movrn, that they shali see his jace tio 
more on earth. 


POETRY. 


LINES ON THE SABBATH BY THE LATE DR, LEYDEY 


Hatt to the placid, venerable morn, 

That slowly wakes while all the fields are still: 
A pensive calm on every breeze is borne, 

A graver murmur gurgies from the rill, 

Aud echo answeis softer trom the hull, 
While softer sings the linnet from the thorn. 

The sky-lark warbles in a tone less shrill; 
tail, light serene! hail, hely Sabbath morn! 


The gales, that lately sighed along the grove, 

Have hush’d their downy wings in dead repose, 
The rooks fioat silent by, an airy drove, 

The sun a mild, but solemn lustre throvws, 
The clouds that hover'd slow forget to move; 

‘Thus smil’d the day when the first morn arose. 


Ter the Panelist. 
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Kingston, NM. J. April, 18i4. 
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Hymn... Peace..To Correspondents. 


He poured for all the crimson flood: 
The stream was free, divinely free. 


And still ’tis free, as when he hung 
High on the cross and prayed—(’tis true—) 
**Father, forgive the nameless wrong— 
Forgive—they know not what they do.” 


*Tis free for thee: nor rank, nor wealth, 
Nor fairer flesh, more weleome here: 
To thee, to all, presenting health 
The stream of life flows wide and clear. 


Perse Pars AK UES 


> 


The Shepherd Chief, who watchful leads 
The fainting flock through deserts dry, 
With egual love the hungry feeds, 
The thirsty fills with kind supply, 





a 
2. a 


Then egual praises let us bring 
‘Yo Him, who saves us by his love; 
With equal zeal we'll touch the string, 
That wakes his praise in heav’n above 


SS ee 


Yor the Panoplist. 
HYMN BY A PIOUS YOUNG LADY LATELY DRCEASED. 


Ou! I have shed the burning tear 
Of mingled shame and grief; 
And I have felt the pang severe, 
Could searce admit relief, 


fi mourn that folly round me throws, 
Her poison influence still; 

And while my cheek indignant glows 
im passive to her will. 


Sick of a nature prone to err, 

How longs my soul for rest; 

When grief and shame no more shall stir 
‘Lhe calm, untroubled breast. 





A hope so cherished and so dear 
[ may not fix below; 

In Heaven alone shall every tear, 
Forever cease to flow. 


PEACE, 


We sincerely congratulate our readers on the return of peace. We had intended te 
devote a column to this subject; but, in the first moments of joy, it seems hardly possi- 
ble to say any thing, which shall make a deeper impression than the bare news of this 
happy event. Let us all receive so great a blessing, as becomes those who are favored 
with the Gospel of peace, and who are accountable to Ged for the use which they 
make of this new instance of the Divine benignity. 





‘LO CORRESPONDENTS. 


SeVERAL comsauinications on our files will be inserted; and otheis wil! be notices 
hereafter 





